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Jo all the truly yr very little Fock 
e Chriſt in theſe Nations, now deſpiſed ane 
almoſt worn aut (according to the Prophbeſies) 
or the Word of God, and Teſtimony which 
Grate | be. multiplied unto you, and Peace, from 
God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus 


Could not chuſe but diſtinguiſh you thus, 
from all the reſt of the People of theſe Na- 
tions of what Condition or Quality ſoever, 
ſeeing God himſelf hath firſt done it, having 
chaſen you to himſelf in Chriſt, and ſet you a- 
part for himſelf, as a peculiar People, zealous of 
gbed-Works. | And IT have choſen to ſpeak this 
only to you; becauſe 50% are all taught of God, 
and have heard and learned from him the Truth - 
as it is in Jeſus x; and becauſe you have an in- 
ward Unction from God, whereby you know 
The Truth from Error, tho” it be never ſo much 
reproached by carnal Chriſtians ; and whereby 
you know Error from the Truth, though it be 
never ſo much exalted and magnified! by them. 
"| You are thoſe ſpiritual Men who judge all 
Things, becauſe you have received the Word | 
and Spirit of Judgment in Chriſt, from the | 
EET > AS Ci Fame. 


{| + 
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The Fhiſtle Dedicatory. 
e, you are the Men whom God 
"1 | vſdia his gr-ateſt and moſt glorious Works, 
Which he hath yet to do in the World, 10 wit, 
in the Deſtruction of the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
and tie ſetting up, and enlarging the Kingdom 
of Chriſt : which Things are not to be done 
by the Might and Power of ,Workily Magi- 
ſtrates, (which it may be you have not receiv- 
ed, and if you had, it would not be helpful 
here) but by the Spirit of the Lord, which you 
all have received in ſome Meaſure, Yea far- 
ther, none but you will be contented to live by 
Faith, and to follow Chriſt in untrodden Paths, 
and to undertake impoſſible Works to Fleſh and 
Blood; and none but you will be willing to 
have the Reſidue of -Chrift's Life and Works, 
and of his Sufferings and Death, iulfilled in your 
mortal Bodies. EY: | Sp 
It grieyes me much to ſee fo many Men as I 
have known once hopeful in the Army, and elſe 
where, to be now ſo full gorged with the Fleſh 
of Kings, and Nobles and Captains, and migbiy 
Men, that is, with their Eſtates, Mannors,...- 
Houſes, Parks, Lands, Sc. that they can now 
be contented to take their Eaſe, and to comply 
with the World and worldly Church, and the 
Teachers thereof, and can perſwade themſelves, 
thatcthere is enough done for their Time, after it 
hath fared thus well with them; and can leave 
the Remainder to Men that are as plain & mean 
à⁊s themſelves were at firſt, forgetting Him 2 
- remembred'them when they were in low Condition. 


But they that were indeed righteous among them 


7 5 A . ; PS 4 


' re righteous till, and they that were indeed 
holy, are holy ſtill, and Proſperity hath only (ain 


zb Fools, as the Scriptures ſpeak, But you Chri- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſtians are called Choſen & Faithful, & hu will 


ſtill be found with the Lamb on Mount Sen, & 
with the reſt who have his Name, and his Fa- 


ther's Name, written in their Foreheads, and you 


dare ſtill own the Ancient Truth, Cauſe and 


1 Work of Chriſt, how great Diſadvantag? ſoever - 
is for the preſent riſen up againſt it, thro?. the 


Apoitaſie of carnal Cariſtians, the Lovers of this 


World. And you all know, that all that hath 
been done hitherto by the Sword, is but the Pre- 
paration of Chriſt's Way to his Work, and that 
the Work itſelf is ſtil] een and to be done 
by thoſe Worthies of the Lord who love Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Kingdom, and Coming, a thouſand 
times better.than the preſent World, and all the 
beſt things of it, yea their own Lives. Where- 
fore I adviſe you all, to whom now I ſpeak, to 
take heed that you neither drink nor ſip of the 
Clergies Cup, which carries in it the Wine: of 
the Wrath of the Fornication of Antichriſt ; leſt, 
having drank thereof, you fall aſleep through 1 
the Strength of. their Inchantments, and ſo are 
_rendred unable to follow Chriſt any farther. For 
many Powers and Magiſtrates of the World. 


once hopeful, have been thus overcome and 1 
duced into Antichriſt's Cauſe againſt Chriſt, 


their utter Ruin in the end. And how 3 tlie | 
preſent Clergy, with their moſt plauſible Men, 


attempted fome of this prefent Power; yea, 


ſome of the very Chiefeſt and moſt Godly in 
the Army, and have put into ſome (that I ſay 
not) great Danger? Wherefore remember y 
that Word of the Lord ſpoken by his Angel, 
Neu. xiv, 9, 10. J any Man worſhip the Heat 

und his Image, and receive his Mark in his Fore= 

Ke aa his SOR the 207 hall drink of the 
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The Epiftl He Bitter. 


Wine of the Wrath of God, which is poured out 
<vithout Mixture into the Cup of his Indignation, 


8 
E ANY MAN WORSHIP THE BEAST, 


that is, the Antichriſtian Church of the Pope and 


his Prelales, and Clergy,” which is called the 
| Beaſt, becauſe of its Fierceneſs and Cruelty 
_ againſt the Saints: Or, HIS IMAGE, that is, 
the Church or the Biſhops and Presbyters, which, 
in a leſſer Volume, and leſs Letters, doth: an- 


ſwer the other, and is directly like it. Nen, 


ever ſhall WORSHIP THESE, that is, highly | 


eſtetm them for their Humane Learning, and 
School. Divinity, and Sacredneſs of their Order, 


and count them worthy of all Honour and Re- 


ſpect, and worldly Maintenance, & alſo to have 


Power in matter of Religion, to allow and de- 
termine of Doctrine, and to appoint and infti. 
tute in Matters of Government: And being 
Worldly Powers, do ſubject themſelves, and 
all the Worldly People under them, to theſe 


Mens Religion, Authority, Doctrine, Diſcipline 


c. Whoever ſhall thus worſhip them: Or; 


SHALL RECEIVE HIS MARK, that is, 
this Principal, that, 7 is lawful to puniſh and 
perſecute Men in Matters that meerly relate lo 


Faith and the Goſpel, and this under pretence 
of the Glory of God, and Good of Chriſtian 
People; which is the BEASTS MARK in e- 


very Age, and under every Change of Out- 


ward em: Whoever ſhall receive this Mark 
IN THEIR FOREH EAD, that is, to execute 


according to Laws, which the Nations have 


Nog been ſeduced to make to this Purpoſe; The 
. fame ſhall drink of the Wine of the Wrath of 
| God, which is poured out without mixture in- 

| 5 | 
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8 be Briſtle Dedica atory. 


to the Cup of Indignation, and he ſhall be tor- 
| mented with Fire and Brimſtone in the Preſence 
of the holy Angels, and in the Preſence of the 


Lamb, and the Smoak of their Torment aſcend- 
eth up for ever and ever. | 


Werefore you fithful Ones have great Cauſe 


to be very well adviſed in theſe Things, ſeeing 
the chief Deſign of Antichriſt, is to ſeduce the 
Elect, ſeeing he hath no Body elſe in all the 
World that dare oppoſe him, or know how to 


do it, but you; and he knows, if he can pre- 
vail” with you, all the World beſides will fol- 


low him headlong, as the Gadarens Swine ran. 
into the Sea, and were choaked. | 

Nowy have adventured, thro? the Inſpiration 
of the Almighty, to undertake openly and 
plainly againſt the Clergy and Univerſities, which 
in their preſent State, are the Reſidue of the 


Hour and Power of Darkneſs upon the Nations: 


And the Lord of his Grace hath helped me thro? 


this Work, by his Spirit of Counſel and Might. TER 
Z Andiol have freely and willingly expoſed | my 
ſelf for Chriſt and his Truth's Sake, to all the 


Reproaches, Slanders, Revilings, Contradicti- 


ons (and if their Power ſhall ſerve) Perſecutions 
of the Univerſities and Clergy, and of all thoſe 


People high and low, bond and free, Who have 
received their Mark and Worſhip them; cnonf- 


ng rather to ſuffer with Chriſt, and with: yo, 
his Seed, all manner of Tribule tions, than o. 
reign with them; and much ratner' imbracing 


Chriſtian Communion, with pour plain Has: 


bandmen and Tradeſmen, who believe in Chrict M3 


and have received kisSpirit, than with the 11 
of-rhe Univerſities, and higheſt and ſtare! ic it r: 
the Clergy, who ander a ſpecious Form of 


Rae 
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The Epiſile  Dedicatory. 


lineſs, do yet live in true Enmity and Oppott 
on to the Goſpel, 


I do indeed freely acknowledge, that I have 
often been ready to complain tq God in the An- 
guiſh of my Spirit, that he had called me, a ve- 


ry bruiſed Reed, to a more difficult Task, in 


one Regard, than either Wickliffe, Hus, or Lu- 


ther, thoſe ſtrong Pillars in the Houſe of God; 


to with becauſe much of the groſs Body of An- 


tichriſtianiſm, againſt which they chiefly in- 


gaged, being done away by their Miniſtry, 
—”., there ſtill remains the cunning and ſubtil Soul 
and Spirit thereof, which yet is All in All, in 


Antichriſt's s Kingdom, tho” it be farther remov- 


cd from the Knowledge and Notice of the com- 
mon Sort of Chriſtians. And lo Myſtery' of 


Iniquity, is now become more myſterious and 


dceceiving than in their Times; and- as perfect 
and bitter Enmity againſt Chriſt and his Spirit, 


and the true Temple of God, the ſpiritual 


Church, as ever was in all their Times, doth now 

prevail under the Name of Orthodox Doctrine, 
and the Reformation of Religion, by the late 
. Aſſembly of Divines, which the Clergy are all 
now ready to ſet up, if they get the ſecular 


Arm to ſtrengthen them thereunto, of which 
now they have greateſt Hopes, and without 


| which, their Religion can find no high Place i in 
a the World. 


Now wherein the old Myſtery of my 1 is 


renewed among theſe Men, that they would 
have an outward Letter and Miniſtry of the 

New Teſtament, which is the Miniſtration of the 
Spirit and not of the Letter, and would have 
the ſ-cular Magiſtrate, to have Right and Pow- 
er 0 enforce Men to ſuch a Religion, as -him- 


ot 


The. Bpiſile Dedicatary. 
ſelf ages true, by the Help and Counſe! of 
thoſe Miniſters, which himſelf judges Orthodox: 
As if ſome Men were able to reach ſpiritual _ 
Things, and all to underſtand them by natural 
Reaſon made Uſe of, and improved, which yet 
theſe Men deny in Terminis, whilſt they aſſert 
it in the Principle. For, they will not leave it 


to the Father, to draw whom he pleaſeth to the 


Son; neither will they leave it to the Spirit, to 
chooſe what living Stones he pleaſeth, to build 


them together, to be the Habitation of God : 
But the Eccleſiaſtical State, having ſeduced ts: : 5 


Temporal, to make them believe that the Ma 
giſtrates worldly Power, in Union with their 


worldly Religion, may make a national Church 


of all, that they between themſelves, pleaſe ; 


and may allow, and ſet up, ſuch a Doctrine for | 


Orthodox, which theſe Men, who are in Acade- 


mical Degrees, and Eccleſiaftical Orders, do ap- 
prove for ſuch ; tho? the Spirit of God in all 


Believers, teſtifies that theſe Men have not the | 


Mind of Chriſt, but of Antichriſt, in all they 


teach, and act, and counſel; in their Aſſem- 


blies, Churches, Doctrine, Ordinances, Works, 
Duties, Days, Times, Faſtings, Thankſgivings, 


. 
— 
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and every Thing elſe : Yet theſe having the out- | 
ward Carcaſs or Appearance of Religion, tho? 


deſtitute .of the inward Soul of it, which is true 
Faith and the Spirit of God, to cozen not only 


the meaner People but the very Magiſtrates of 
the World, who are glad to hear, that the 
Clergy | hath given them ſuch high Power in 


the Kingdom of Chriſt, and made them Ma- 


giſtrates in both Worlds : : tho? indeed in the 


End, it be not forthe Magiſtrates Advantage, : 
ut ar wholly for the * e | 


—— — ——— 


And 


| 7 be Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
And thus is the Myſtery of Iniquity grown 


more Myſterious now than heretofore. But 


this is our Comfort and Help, that God ſtill 
cauſes his Light to ſhine forth proportionably to 


his People, to diſcover every new Change and 
Form of the Myſtery of Iniquiry. And tho? 


the Myſtery of Iniquity in every Age, is myſte- 
rious enough, to cozen all the unbelieving 


World, tho? never ſo wiſe and learned; yet it is 
never able to deceive the Faithful, who have al- 


ways ſufficient Light from God to diſcover it, | 


and ſufficient Grace to overcome it. 

And now you faithfu] and beloved Ones, to 
whom I have ſpoken all this, ſtand you faſt, and 

. depart not from Chriſt, his Word and Work, 


all which you know in Faith, for any good or 
evil Things that may befal you in this ſhort Life; 


bur finiſh in Faith and Patience, the Work which 


God hath given you to do, in your ſeveral | 


Places, waiting for the Glory which ſhall be gi- 


ven you at the Revelation of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt ; in whom I remain, though moſt un- 
o 1 


Your bumble and faithful Servant 
uus Gael. 
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Tohn i iv. 1. Beloved, W "not every '$ 'Pirit, 
13 1 Jut try the Spirits, whether they are of God, be- 
A cauſe many falſe Prophets are gone forth into , 
tze World. | 
2. Hereby know ye the $ hirit of God : Every S pirit | 
that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is on in tbe 
| Fleſh, is of God. © | 
3. Aud every & pirit that confe ſeth not that Feſus 
Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is not of God :- And 
this is that Spirit of Antichriſt whereof you have 
Heard, that it ſhould come, and even now al- 
ready it is in the World. | 
4. Ze areof God, little Children, and have over- 
come them, becauſe greater is he that is in Jon, 
ban he that is in the World.” 
5. They are of the World, therefore ſpeak they of 
3 Aria, and the World hears them, © 
6. Me are of God; he that knows God, heareth us; 
he that is not of God, heareth not us; hereby know. 
we the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Er ror. 


: vable things 


I. this Scripture we may take notice of Six ober- 
theſe ſix Things, 15855 

1. The Apoſtſe gives notice to the beloved Scriptures 

Congregations of ſpiritual Chriſtians, of a great 
Evil riſen up in the World. which, fs not care- 

fully heeded, might occaſion ſome great Trou- 

ble and Danger to them 3; Many falſe Prophets, 


faith he, « are gone out into the World, verſ. I. 
* . B 2. He 


2 Tina 1 Spirits. 


2. He preſcribes them a ſufficient Remedy a a- 
gainſt this Evil, ſaying, Believe not every e 8 
but try the Spirits, whether they are of God. 4z 
2. That the Faithful may be able to make 
a right Judgment of Spirits, he gives them one 
ſhort Rule of Trial, which yet comprehends in 
it ſelf all Rules; verſ. 2, and 3. Hereby kno 
the Spirit of Cod; every Spirit that confe eth! t 2 
Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of God ; and 
every Spirit that confeſſeth not that Feſus Chriſt i- 
come in the Fliſb, is not of God, &c. © | 
4. He ſhews them with whom theſe belle 
Prophets, who have the Spirit of Antichriſt, 
ſhould not prevail; to wit, with none of the | 
true Chriſtians of God, v. 4. Ze are f God, littl: | 
| Children, and have overcome them-: z becauſe greater 
is be that is in you, than he that is in the World. 
5. He ſhews them with whom the falſe Pro- | 
phets ſhould prevail, to wit, with the World | 
and carnal Peope; v. 5. They are of the World, | 
therefore ſpeak they of the World, and the World | 
| heareth them. he World ſeeking its own 
Things, receives Antichriſt, and his Prophets. 
6. He ſhews how the Spirit of Truth and 
Error may be known in the People, as well as 
in the Teachers; to wit, by the Peoples cleav- 
ing, either to the Teachers of Truth, or to the | 
Teachers of Error; v. 6. We are of God, he | 
that knoweth God, bearethus; be that is not of 
God, heareth not us; hereby know we the * of 
Truth, and the Spirit of Error. 3 
[Theſe ſix Things are held forth to us in this 
Scripture, and they are all very profitable and 
neceſſary for PL Church to be acquainted 


wirt.', eſpecially Jn theſe laſt of the laſt Times. 
I ſhall d wiki the irt, which i *. 1 
The 


The Tryal of Spirits. + = 
' + The Firſt Point. ein hh 


The great and dangerous Evil, of which the Abo. The great 
file gives Notice to the Church of Believers ; 1 : 


and that is, The going out of falſe . Church, 
into the World. | 


1 Man falſe Prophets are gone ont into the IWorld. 


ND here it is to be noted, that from the ac 
very Beginning of the World there have Te contra 
been two Seeds or Generations of Men, very con- — a; 
trary the one to the other, as is evident in Cen. ginning f 
& iii. 15. where God ſaith to the Serpent, I will be World. 
put Enmity between thee and the Woman, and be- 
tween thy Seed and her Seed; ſo that the Serpent 
Z hath his Seed, as well as the Woman her Seed; 
and this was the Woman's Curſe, to have hae : 
Sorrows and Conceptions multiplied, and to bring 
forth the Serpents Seed, as well as her own, that 
is the Children or Seed of the firſt Bleſſing ; and 
both theſe contrary Seeds do partake of one and 
the ſame common Nature or Humanity. And 
one of theſe Seeds are called the Sons of God; | 
| the other, the Sons of Men, Gen. vi. 6. and both , 
b theſe being the Children of one Adam accord- Sed! . 
ing to the Fleſh, are yet diſtinguiſhed by ſeveral — 
Spirits that dwell in them, and inſpire them: , 
For the Spirit of God, that is, the Spirit of Righ- 8 
teouſneſs and Truth, doth intpire the one; and | 
theſe are truly called the Children of Cod, as 
Paul ſaith, Rom. viii. As many as are led by the 
Spirit of Cod. they are the Sons of God. And the 
Spirit of Satan, which is the Spirit of Wicked- 
neſs and Error, doth inſpire the other; and theſe 
are truly called the Sons of Men, who all*bave Ry 
. ned, and are 1 5 the Glory a 6 
Now | 


4 

Bhey a# 

_ differently. 
bout Man- 


Find. 


E Tryal of Hake 


Now theſe two different and contrary Spirits, 
which have dwelt in theſe two diſtin& Seede, 


have begun to act preſently from the very Be- 


ginning of the World, each one according to 
its own Nature, and to trade and traffick about 
Mankind, and out of it, to bring forth Children 
to themſeives, like to themſelves in all things; 
and ſo one hath endeavoured to beget and bring 3 


forth the Children of God and of Truth; the 


the other, the Children of Men and of Error 4 


And to this end, the one hath held forth the 


Truth of Go | by the true Spirit of God; the 
other hath held forth Error and Falſhood, yet 


as it were the Truth: The one hath endeavour- EE 


ed to bring Man unto God tary? true Faith and 
Repentance 3 the other to turn Men from God 


thro? Sin : The one hath ſought to work Sal- 


vation in Men; the other ion. | 


The falſe 
Spirit the 
moſt com- 

mon in the 
. World, 


The true 
Spirit more 
ſcarce. 


Now the falſe Spirit hath been the moſt com- 
mon in the World, and hath had the greateſt 
Opportunities and Advantages to multiply it 
ſelf, ſeeing it finds the whole World already ly- 8 
ing in Wickedneſs, and fully prepared to re- 
ceive it ſe]. But the true Spirit hath been found BK 
in very few, and that from the Beginning; for 
there have been but few true Prophets, who | 
have had the true Spirit, and have ſpoken the 
true Word; as you may ſce all along in Scrip- 
tures, efpcciaily in the times of Elijah and Mi- 
cajah; but Chriſt faith, Many falſe Prophets 3 


fall ariſe and deceive many; and Peter faith in 


his ſecond Epiſtle, Ch. ii. v. 1, 2. That as there 
were falſe Prophets among the People, that is the 


: Zews, 10 there (hall be falſe Doctors & Te each- 


ers among the Chriſtians, who ſhould privily | 
bring in damnable Hereſies ; — that many ſhould | 
1 their pernictous Mays. So 


= 


the 55 of Shri it. 


8o that, as there have been many falſe Pro- 
phets from the Beginning, ſo eſpecially in the 


; Days of the New Teſtament ; for the more 
| Chriſt hath appeared by his Spirit to lead Men 
into Truth, the more hath the Devil appeared 


by his Spirit to lead Men into Error; and this 


s properly called Awichrit : For Fleſh and 


Blood is not Antichriſt, bur a Spirit contrary ” 


4 to Chriſt's Spirit, that dwells in Fleſh & Blood, 


594 chiefly among thoſe that profeſs the Chri- 


1 ſtian Religion : This is Antichriſt. 


No Spirit, in the Fews or Gentiles, 15 properly | 
called Antichriſt, but the Spirit of Satan 1n falſe 


3 Chriſtians, appearing as an Angel of Light; 


this is Antichriſt, Before Chriſt came in the | 
Fleſh, the Devil was an evil Spirit, and a Lyar, 
and a Murderer, and the unclean Spirit, and 
Prince of this World; but he was not properly 


| Antichriſt, becauſe Chriſt was not then come 
in the F leſh. The Devil was the Devil before, 


and did dwell and work in evil Men; but from 
the Beginning of the Chriſtian Church he is 
called Antichriſt, and that not every where, hut 


in the Church or Kingdom of Chriſt: For Anti- 


chriſt is a Spirit that diſſolves Jeſus, and that 


not openly, but ſubtilly and cunningly, „„ 
under the Name and Pretence of Jeſus he is 


wholly contrary to him. Wherefore, the Di- 
ſcerning of Spirits, as it hath been neceſſary 
from the Beg inning of the World, ſo alſo it is 


eſpecially neceſſary in the Days of the Goſpel, 
wherein the Myſtery of Iniquity is become moſt 


myſterious, thro? the Operation of Antichriſt, 
in thoſe many falſe Prophets which are gone forth 
into the World. And ſo we proceed t to che ſe- 


cond Point. 5 
„„ 0 


The Tryal of Spirits 
= he Second Pola 


The Reme. And thar i is this, 7. hat fu Acient Remedy, which | 
dy againſ® the Aboſtle preſcribes to the true Church againſt 
_ '% that great Evil of many 5 8 Me gone | 
| out into le World, 


| Now the Nomads he Apoſtle preſcribes to the L 
Faithful againſt. theſe falſe Prophets, is not that 
they ſhoulditir upthe ſecular Power to impriſon, W 
| biniſh or burn them, that lo they might be rid 
of them ; for this is Antichriſt's proper Remedy 
againſt thoſe that oppoſe him; but the Apoſtle 
2ws a more Chriſtian Remedy, which is this, 
Believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whe. 
ber theybe of God, and this Remedy alone is i 
= « ſufficient for the true ſpiritual Church of the 
Faithful in every Age, to preſerve it ſafe and 
ſound againſt all falſe Teachers whatſoever, and 
their falſe DoCtrines : neither doth it deſire or 
need any other, Wherefore in this Place the 
_ Apoſtle contents himſelf to give only this Cau- W 
tion to the Faithful, Believe not every Spirit, but * 
- try the Spirits whether they be of GO. 
Note, Believe not every Spirit, &c. that is, every one 
that ſpeaketh of ſpiritual things. Whence it is % 
plain, that we neither ought raſhly and haſtily ! 
to believe every Man's Doctrine, nor yet raſhly 8 
and unadviſedly to cenſure and condemn it, = 1 
it be heard and known what it is: But it is a 
Chriſtian's Duty to prove all Things, and to bold 1 
faſt that which is good, upon Proof, as Paul ad- 
viſeth; wherefore John alſo adds here, but #y 1 
e Spirits whether they be of Col]. = 
ande : Whence we note, That Chriſtians have Right F 
ro wry St and Power to try and judge the Spirits and Doctrines 
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- The Tryol of” Hirits. . : , 7 


= of their Teathers : And this is evident by many 
plain Scriptures, as RI ö 


Mat. vii. 15. Beware of falſe Prophets, faith 


Chriſt to the Faithful, which come wnto. you in 


Sheeps Cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening 
Wolves; ye ſhall know them by their Fruits. 


Mat. xvi. 6. Zeſus ſaid unto them, Take heed 
= and beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees, which 


eee, 


Mat. xxiv. 4. Feſus ſaid, Take beed that no 


Man deceive you, for many fhall come in my Name, 
ing, Jam Chriſt, and ſhall deceive many. - © 


John x. My Sheep bear my Voice, and know | 


ny Voice, and a Stranger will they not bear, but 


# flee from bim, for they know not, (that is, own 


not) the Voice of Strangers. And all that came be- 


| | fore me are Thieves and Robbers, but the Sheep did 
noi hear them. 2, 


By all which Scriptures, and many more that 
might be added, it is manifeſt, that the Faith- 
ful, the true Sheep of Chriſt, have Right and 
Power to judge of the Spirits and Doctrines of 
the Teachers. . „ 8 

Let Fathers, School men, Doctors, Councels, 


Aſemblies of Divines, Univerſities, Miniſters, pro- 


pound and publiſh what Doctrine they pleaſe, 
the Sheep. of Chriſt, the faithful Flock, have 
Power and Authority from Chriſt himſelf to try 
and judge, whether the things they fpeak be of 
Chriſt or of themſelves and of Antichriſt, And 
this Power the faithful People ought not to part 
with, neither for any Fear, nor for any Favour, 


© Yea, it moſt nearly concerns the Faithful torr concern 
the Faithful 


| try the Spirits, and Judge the Dectrines of the}, try the 


others. 


o 


Teachers, for theſe two 9 among Spirit, , 
5 : * LI LN <4 t Canſes. 
B4 


„ 


Firft, 


Secondly, f 
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The Tiyal of Hirn 


E wy Becauſe we muſt each one give an Ack 1 
count for ourſelves before the Judgment: ſeat offi 
Chriſt: Wherefore it concerns every one of ul 
to look to our own eternal Condition, and not, 
to leave this Care to others for us. In Death} 
and Judgment, each one muſt anſwer for him-# 
ſelf ; and therefore we ought to be as certain 
of the Word of God, on which we-build our 
Immortal Souls, as we are fure we live and are 
Creatures; we ought, I ſay, to be ſure our 
ſelves, and not to truſt any Body for us in this 
great matter, whereon depends either eternal ; 
Life, or eternal.Death. - : 

_ Secondly, It concerns us to try the Spirits and | 
octrines, becauſe otherwiſe we may eaſily mi- 
ſtake, and inſtead of Antichriſt and his Diſciples, 
daſh againſt C 1riſt himſelf & his precious Saints. 
Yea, we have ſeen how the World and worldly | 

Church, not being able to try the Spirits and 

Dodtrines, have contradicted and crucified the | 

Son of God himſelf, and have reproached and | 

perſecuted all his People who are baptized into 

one Spirit with him ; and doing this, they have 

thought they have done God good Service tO" 3 

and all becauſe they were notable to judge of | 

the Spirit and Truth of Chriſt in himſelf — his 
embers, but have followed the Judgment 

. Councel of the chief Guides in the outward 

Church, who have cauſed them to err, and to 

miſtake Truth for Error, and Error for Truth, 

Chriſt for Antichriſt, and Antichriſt for Chriſt. 

Wherefore it concerns every one to be wiſe to 

Salvation for himſelf, and to try the Spirits for 

| himſelf, and not to content himſelf to ſay, thus 

laid Auguſtine, Ambroſe, Hicrom, &c. or this 

was the Judgment of che J. . or thus have 
the | 
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1 The Tryal of Spirits. 
Ac. the Councels or Univerſities determined, or thus 
off do our Miniſters teach us; bur it thou art one 
us of Chriſt's Flock, thou muſt have Skill ro know 
not and judge for thy {clt which is Chriſt's Spirit 
ath and Doctrine, and which is Antichriſts; other- 
m- wiſe thou wilt certainly miſcarry in this great 
un matter, and be undone for ever. If thou build 


ur on Men in theſe Things, and canſt not judge 


for thy ſelf, thou wilt be ſure to be undone. 


1 Antichriſtian Church, that 1s, the common Cler- 
J, diſtinguiſhed by ſeveral] Names, Titles, and 
Degrees, have robbed them of, and have faſly 


| Power of trying Spirits, and judging Doctrines, 


National Miniſiry, and their Councels, and A, 
ſemblies of Div ines, to judge of Spirits, whether 
they be right or falſe; and to judge of Doc- 


Word, or no; and that all Chriſtians ought 
to expect their Judgment and Determination, 
and to ſubmit to it, and to depend on it as on 


But now this Power of trying & Pirits, and judg- The Clergy 
ing Defrines, which Chriſt hath given his true have . 


and have ſaid, that it belongs to the Clergy or 


trines, whether they be agreeablæe to God's 


to them 


Flock, and which they ought to have upon ſo ; ſetver rdis 
good Grounds, the Teachers of the falſe and Power of 


trying Spi. 
riss. 


and treacherouſly arrogated to themſelves the 


an Oracle from Heaven; yea, tho” it be, not 


7 only without, but allo againſt their own parti- 
cular Judgment. 


And theſe Men, l mean the Clergy, thro* the 


Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal! Power which they 


whole World, and have miſerably vexed innu- 
merable Conſciences with a grievous and laſting 
gBondage, and have even driven them to Deſpair, 
1 whilſt ! none durſt approve or own any Spirit or 


had gotten, have ſtricken g great Fear into the 


Doctrine, i 


to The Tryal of Spirit. 
Doctrine, tho? never ſo manifeſtly of Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, without their Allowance and Appro- 
bation; ſo mightily hath the Power of Antichriſt 
prevailed in the World, and that againſt the ex- 
Ls Word of Chiift, t. 
No the Ground of this their Antichriſtian 
Pride and Uſurpation, is this, That they arro- | 
gate to themſelves, that they are the Guides and 
- Shepherds of all Chriſtian Men, and are to teach 
them the Goſpel, which they are only to receive 
from their Lips; whereas Chriſt hath promiſed 
his true Church, that hey Hall be all taught off 
God, and ſhall hear and learn themſelves from the 
Father ; and hath alſo promiſed to fend them the 
Spirit, to lead them in all Truth, and to give 
them an Anointing, to teach them all Things, | 
dib, Now they by robbing the Faithful of this Pow- © | 
Keren bos er, and arrogating it to themſelves, have made 
made them- themſelves contrary to Chriſt's Command, Lords 
Fever Haf- and Maſters in the Church of God, and have 


ert in the 


a. es. Mi _ <4 outs un 


| Church of uſurped to themſelves Superiority and Authority 
e over other Believers, and have ſubjected all the 
World to their Opinion and Judgment in the R 


things of God; by which Means, they have ſet 
wide open the Flood-gates to Antichrift, and his 
Kingdom, to break in upon the World, and to v 
overflow it, whilſt they had robbed all Chriſtian ? 
People of their own Judgment in all Things of 
| God, and had made them to depend wholly on 
the Judgment of the Clerg gg. 
And had not Chriſtian People thus unchriſti- 
anly delivered up their Judgments to the Clergy, 
and that in the very higheſt Points of Religion, 
Chriſtianity had not been ſo miſerably blinded J 
and corrupted as it is, and the Myſtery ofIniqui- 
ty had not ſo much prevailed in the World, as 


now it hath. For when Chriſtians would not try 


the Spirits whether they were of God, and the 


Doctrines, whether they were the Word of Gd 
or no, but thought this a Matter too high for 
them, and would refer and ſubmit all to the 
Judgment of their Miniſters; then Antichriſt, 

the Apoſtle of the Devil, came forth boldly, and 
proudly exalted himſelf above all that is called 


God, and his Kingdom, above all the Kingdoms 


of the World, having firſt put out both the Eyes 
of Chriſtians, by taking away from them their 
Right and Power of try ing Spirits and judging 
Doctrine. | 


3 But when true Chriſtians ſhall ſcarch the Scrip- 


tures, as God I truſt hath now fully put into their 
Hearts to do, and ſhall juſtly and lawfully take 
to themſelves the Power which God hath given 
them, to try Spirits and Doctrines, then Anti- 
chriſt and his Agents, the carnal Clergy, muſt 
ſoon be brought down: For the Faithful by that 
Word ſhall ſoon perceive that they are not of 


God, nor their Doctrine of that right Goſpel, 


Which is after the Mind of Chriſt. 


Well then, by what hath been ſaid, you, who 
are of Chriſt's true Sheep, may perceive, that it 


is evident by the Word, that faithful Chriſtians 


| have Right and Power to try Spirits and Doct- 


rines, tho* Antichriſt for many Ages hath robb'd 


| them of this Priviledge. 


belong to all Men who have received the Spirit Smit, is a 


For, that I may ſpeak a little more to this The Gift of 
Matter, the Tryalof Spirits doth unqueſtionably Trying +4 


, Diſcerning 


of God: For to this Spirit of God which dwells comms _ 


in the Faithful, the Gift of diſcerning Spirits is tne eee 


1 inſeparably annexed: And the Spirit of Chriſt, 
which truly dwells in all true Chriſtians, cannot 


deceive, 


The Tryal of Sirits, „„ 11 5 


Healing, &c. mention'd by Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 


The Tr val of Spirits. 
deceive, nor be deceived in the Tryal of Spirit 
So that this now is a common Grace, that in ſom 
meaſure belongs to all true Chriſtians, who have 
received the Unction that tencheth them al 
things, and is true, and is no Lie. | 
And tho! there be in the Church Diverſities of 
Gifts from the fame Spirit, which are given to 
ſome, and not to others, as Tongues and Inter 


pretation of Tongues, and Miracles, and Gifts « 


yet this Gift of Trying Spirits is given to All in 
lome meaſure, that have received the Spirit. For 
as in the natural Body, there are ſeveral Gifts 
given to ſeveral Members, which are not given 
10 all the Members, as Sceing te the Eye, Hear- 
ing to the Ear, Walking to the Foot, c. but 
Feeling is given to all the Members; ſo alſo 
in the Body of Chriſt, that is, the ſpiritual Church, 
ſeveral Gifts are given to ſeveral Saints; but the 
Tryal of Spirits and Doctrines, to Saints who have 
received the Spirit; and if any have not Chriſt's 
Spirit, he is none of bis; and if any have Chriſt's 
Sprit, he can in ſome meaſure diſcern and judge 
of all Spirits in the World: And the more any 
Man receives Chriſt's Spirit, the more able is 
he to judge of all other Spirits. 
| Wheretore they who are true Believers, and 
hive received Chriſt's Spirit, their Judgment is 
to be preferr'd in the Tryalof Spirits, b-fore the 
udgment of a whole Council of Clergy-men. 
| And they only, who can try Spirits by the Spi- 
rit of God, and Doctrines by the Word of God, 
written in their Hearts by the Spirit, are fit to 
commend Miniſters to the Work of God; that 
is, the Congregations of the Faithful, and not 
Univerſities, and Aſſemblies of Divines. 4 a 


7 he Tryal of Spirits.” 


And thus you may perceive, that ſeeing ma- 
falſe Prophets are gone out into the World, 

concerns the Faithtul, as they terider their 
n everlaſting Salvation, not to believe every 
Pirit that ſpeaks of Chriſt, and his Kingdom, 
es od his Things, but 70 try the Spirits; whether 


n toe be of God. 


irit 
fom® 
have 
1 al 


ter. Object. But now, it may be, ſome will be rea- 2 | 


y to ſay, We ought indeed to try the Spirits, 

eing there are many falſe Prophets in the 
Vorld ; but we hope there are no ſuch Perſons 
mong us, but only ſome up-ſtart Men, with 


=, 
X11, 
in 
For 
1fts| 
ven ancies trouble the Nation, and: would fain turn 
ar- Ill things upſide down, and we know theſe well 
ut Mnough already, and do ſufficiently deſpiſe them. 


Iſo Arſe. It is very like you do; but yet let me Aufuer 


ch, My to you, Men, Brethren, and Fathers, un- 
he Perſtand your ſelves, and know what ye do in 
ve his matter. For at the Beginning of the Re- 
Ps Formation by the Miniſtry of Luther, Zuinglius, 
s alvin, and divers others, precious Servants of 
re Weſus Chriſt, the Pop Clergy applied all theſe 
y Pcriptures, Try the Spirits whether they be of God, 
is or many falje Prophets are gone out into the World, 


and beware of falſæ Prophets, which come to voi in 
d Pbechs Clothing, but inwardly areravening Wolves ; 


ſay, thele, and the like Places of Scriptures, 
hemſelves were the falſe Prophets indeed; and 


ones. Wherefore it is poſſible for you to be mi- 


ö taken-as well as they, and no doubt but you 
| il be miſtaken, except the Lord be gracious to 
you, and give you his own Spirit, by which alone 


you can make a right Judgment in this matter. 
Wherefore, 


heir new-Light, who with their Novelties and 


hey applied to theſe godly Men, and yet they 


he other, whom they termed ſuch, were true 
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14 . The Tryal of Spirits. 
| Fat Pro. , Wherefore, that he that reads may under. 
ders nor ea ſtand, you muſt know, that the falſe Prophets arc 
4 Aſcern not ſo eaſily diſcerned as you think; for they 
ſeem to be true Prophets, and godly, holy, 
| learned, orthodox Men, Men of Eminency 
33 and Renown in Church and State: And lo to 
| Fleſh and Blood, and the Wiſdom and Religion 
eee of the World, it will be a difficult, yea, an impoſ- 
f  gheir ſeve. ſi ble thing to find them out: For the falſe 
| —r72Paivun Prophets have ſeveral glorious Vails over them, 
_ chey lie hid, to hide and obſcure them from common Knowledge, 
| | _ Wherefore we declare unto you from the 
Word of the Lord, touching theſe falſe Pro- 
phets, who ſhall do ſo much Miſchief. 
I. That they ſhall not proceed or come 
forth from among the eus or Turks, or out of 
the barbarous Nations, but they ſhall ariſe out 
bol ſuch as are called Chriſtians, N 
'Fccondy 2. Seeing among Chriſtians ſome are openly 
Plrophane and evil, others ſeem to be religious 
and godly ; the falſe Prophets ſhall be found 
among the better Sort; and therefore ſaith 
_. Chriſt, hey ſhall come in Sheeps Clothing, as if 
they were of Chriſt's own Flock: And Paul faith, 
they have a Form of Godlineſs, that is, they ſhall 
be painted over gloriouſly with all Appearan- 
ces of Truth, Righteouſneſs, Honeſty, Good-f 
neſs, and all the Names of Godlineſss. 
| Thirdy 3. Seeing amonęſt thoſe that ſeem to be the 
better ſort of Chriſtians, ſome give themſelves to 
the Miniſtry of the Word, and ſome do not; the} 
falſe Prophets ſhall be found among thoſe Chriſti-E | 
ans who take upon themſelves to be Preachers, 
as Paul teſtifies, Alis xx. where having called“ 
together the Elders and Teachers of the Church} - 
of Epheſus, he ſaith to them, ex vobis igſis, cui 


ir 


— 


* 
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er. of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking per- EE 
Fi: verſe things, io draw away Diſciples after them. | 
ey 4. And ſeeingamong thoſe who are Miniſters, Fourrhy 
ly, ſome are light, and vain, and carnal, and for- 
cy mal Perſons, and others are Men of great worth 
to and Reputation, and ſeem to be the precious 
on Members of Chriſt, and even Pillars in the 
ol. Church, ſo that the common People think that 
1k} all Religion would go down with ſuch good 
m, | Men, they having ſome Gifts and Enlightnings 
ze, | of the Spirit, and ſeeming more than ordinarily | 
he | godly, religious, wiſe, holy, ſober, devout; now 
ro- the falſe Prophets ſhall be found among theſe. 
And as they who oppoſed Chriſt at his firſt com- 

me ing in the Fleſh, ſeemed more wiſe, and holy, 
of and eminent in the Church than the reſt, as the 
but] Scribes and Phariſzes, who fat in Moſes's Chair, 
I and had the outward Letter of the Word in all _ 
Exactneſs, and the outward Form of Religion 
in all Strictneſs; ſo they who do and ſhall moſt 
oppoſe Chriſt in his coming in his Spirit, and 
ſhall contradict his Word, and reſiſt his Servants 
and Witneſſes of his Truth; do, and ſhall ap- 
pear more wiſe, holy, armed, and godly, than 
the reſt of the Teachers of the Church. 

And thus you fee that the falſe Prophets of 
d- Antichriſt ſhall ariſe among Coriftians, and a- | 
I wong ſuch Chriſtians as ſeem to be godly ; ard 
the among ſuch ſeeming godly Chriſtians as preach 
s to the Word; and among ſuch Preachers of the 
the Word as ſeem to be of greater Worth and Emi- 
iſti· nency than the reſt: And ſo in all theſe Regards | 
ers, 4t will be a hard matter to diſcern them. 
ned 2. Again, ſuch Perſons, of ſuch Appearance of,. pine 
ure Worth and Holineſs as theſe, do uſually ger t© Os. 
out hor Side 25 en and higheſt Per los "a ph:ts. 
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16 . ryal of Spirits. 
the Kingdoms and Nations, and do obtain, not 
only their Countenance and Favour, but alſo} 
their Power and Authority for themſelves. 
3. By both theſe means, 10 wil, their ſeeming 
Holineſs, and their Intereſt with Worldly Pow- 
ers, they exceedingly enlarge their Credit and 
Reputation with the World, and do get Multi- 
tudes of People and Nations to entertain them. 
For Antichriſt could not deceive the World 
with a Company of fooliſh, weak, ignorant, pro- 
hane, contemptible Perſons, but he always 
* the greateſt, wiſeſt, holieſt, and moſt emi- 
nent in the viſible Church for him, and by 
theſe he ſeduces and ſubjects to himſelt, even 
the whole Worlq. 
Beſides, they that are againſt him kind his 
Df fille Proph but a very handful of 8 
alſe Prophets, are but a very handful of Saints, 
who have the Spirit of Chriſt, and thro? his Spi- 
rit diſcern them, and oppoſe them; and for ſof 
doing are deſpiſed and hated of all the World. 
. Wherefore it is a harder matter to try theſe 
falſe Prophets than we are well aware of. And 
et, as hard as it is, the Apoſtle, by the Spirit, 
vel given us a manifeſt and certain Rule of 
Trial: And this is the third 1 Thing 1 


26 named. 


'S Difficulty 


27 he 7. 7d Point. 


| To wit, The ſufficient Rule, adored by the true 

| þ __ Church may throughly try the Spirits and Prophets, 

ryal, 
bor cunningly and ſubtilly ſoever they are di guiſed 
and this he lays down, verfe 3. 

Hereby know we the Spirit of Cod; every Spirit 
bat confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 
is of God : and every one that confe Neth not that Fe- 


fas _ is come in ' the 1 is not Wm” God, &c. 
| ED Now 


. Foint. 


*. 
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The Tryal of Spirits. 0 e 
Now this Scripture we may underſtand two Way 8. 4 rao fold. 
I. Of a right Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt in Ing of this 
his own Perſon. - - © Soripare, 
2. Of a true receiving of chis * into us 


by Faith. 
Firſt, Of the righy Knowledge C Crit in his 1. Of ariche 


Cnowledge 3 


ocon Perſon. : : of Cris 


I. For whereas he faith, Every Spirit ,, 

confeſſeth that Teſs Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, God, 

&c. This gives us to underſtand, that he is true | 

God, and was before he came into the Fleſh. 2. Thar tie 
2. Whereas he ſaith, Every Spirit that con- — 


| fe efſeth that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh. This gives 


us to underſtand, that he is true Man, our 
very. Brother, Partaker of the ſame Fleſh and 


Blood with us. 1 
3. Whereas he ſaith, Every Spirit that con- 3. That both | 


are united 


| fe ſeth toalt Feſus Chrift is come in the Fleſb, Sec. inWntroms 


T his alſo gives us to underſtand, that in him Fes. 


true God and true Man are united into one nin. 
parable Perſon. 

4. Whereas he faith, Every Spirit that Sg The End 
fefſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, &c. wheretore | 


h g 
This gives us Occaſion to conſider the End of 3 


his Comin cein God did not beco came into 
8 3 { S be en Man the World: 


in vain, or for ſome fight Ciuſz, but that he Miene 


might redeem unto God all thoſe whom the fowr the 
Krowledee 


Father had elected in him, and fave them per- of bi: O. 
fe ly from the Law, Sin, Death and Hell: And *. 


hence we may rife up to conceive of his Och cis, 
to wit, of his Pri-ftly, Prophetical and e | 
Office, and of the infin:te Virtue and Efficacy 
of them. 
Now he that makes his Confeſſion of Jeſus 
Cariſt from the Revelation of the Father, 1s of 
| * | | God 3 


% 


ID Chrif, 
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| God:; a 


nd he that ſpeaks otherwiſe, is not of God. 


i 2 3 But fecondly, We may underſtand this ry 


ture, not _ of the true Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, bur alſo and eſpecially of the true Re- | 


ceiving of him by Faith: Every Spirit, ſaith he, 


#hat confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 
is of God; that is, he is of God, that believes | 


and acknowledges that the Son of the living God 


is come, not only into that Humanity of Chriſt 
that was born of the Virgin, but alſo that he is 


come into us, and dwells in us; according to 
theſe Scriptures, That Chriſt may dwell in your 


Fearts by Faith: Aud Cbriſt in you the Hope of 


Glory: And know ye not that Chrift is in you, ex- 
| cept you be Reprobates, - & c. Wherefore the true 
Prophets do not only acknowledge that Jeſus | 
_ Chriſt is come into his own Fleſh, but alſo into 


theirs, which by this Means is made his; and 
that Chriſt is in them of a Truth, and dwells in | 


o 


1 1 
* 


— 


* 
i * 


_ Chriſt the Head, but they deny it, as to the 


For Antichriſt himſelf, and his Miniſters, do 
all acknowledge, that Jeſus Chriſt is come into 


that Fleſh which he did aſſume of the Virgin; 


but hey wil not confeſs, that this is true, in, 
him, and in us: They will acknowledge the 
Myſtery of God manifeſted in the Fleſh, as to 


Church his Body: And ſo whilſt they ſeparate 


the Head from the Body, and the Body from 


the Head in this Myſtery, they do ſolvere Jeſum, 
they diflolve Jeſus. Mo 


I., ſay, ſome hold that the eternal Word, or 


divine Nature; came indeed into that Fleſh 


which was born of the bleſſed Virgin, but they 


weill by no Means allow it to come into ours, 


* 


through our Union with him by Faith: Only 


Tb Thyal of Spirits: 


they ſay, Some created Habits, or Gifts of Grace 


come into us, or in our Fleſh, but not Chriſt - 
himſelf, or the divine Nature, or Son of the li? 
ving God. And ſo theſe Men ſet up theſe created 
Gifs, and Graces in the Members inſtead” of 
Chriſt himſelf the Head. 1 | 


And yet theſe Teachers make a glorious Shew 


in the Fleſh; and this is Antichriſt; to wit, when 


Men think that theſe created Habits of Grace, 


which they fancy will renew, comfort, ſanCtify 


and fave them; and ſo do make to themſelves 
ol them, a glorious, but yet a falſe Chriſt. 


Wherefore let us know, that he that denies) 


Jeſus Chriſt in the Members, is, though not ſo 


reat, yet as true Antichriſt as he that denies 
Jeſus Chriſt in the Head: And he that denies 
Chriſt dwelling in our Hearts by Faith, to be, 


and to be alone, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San- 


ctification and Redemption to us, as he that de- 


nies him to be the Power, Wiſdom and Righs) 


teouſneſs of God in himſelf, > = _ | 
The Sum of this Matter is this, That the true) 
Spirits or Prophe do acknowledge, not only 
that Chriſt the Son of the living God is come in- 
to that Son of Man which was born of the bleſſed _ 


Virgin, but alſo, that Chriſt is come into them, 
and dwells in them, as in his own true and pro-/ 


per Members. 
And ſo he that hath Jeſus Chriſt dwelling in 


his Heart, is a true Prophet; and he that hath 
not Chriſt dwelling in his Heart, is a falſe Pro- 
phet, tho” his Knowledge and Religion be never 
ſo high, and glorious, and holy alſo in the Opi- 
nion of the World. And this is the chief Sign 
and Mark whereby we may know the true Pro- 
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plhets and true Chriſtians, from the falſe Pro- 
Phets and falſe Chriftians. 
Obje&ion, Object. Now if any ſhall ſay, But how ſhall 
we know whether a Man hath Chriſt dwelling 
in his Heart or no; and ſo conſcquently, Whe- 
ther he be a true or falſe Prophet? | 
Anſto. IT anſwer, You ſhall certainly know it 
by the Truth of the Word of Chriſt in him, 
and by the Truth of the Life of Chriſt, in Te- 
ference to his Gilice in the Word. 


Anſwer, ; 


by the tru 


een, Fr] 555 The true Prophets a are to be dic. 


Prophets "cerned from the Falles 
are diſcern- 


5 fa ne By the 7; 27 the Ward of Gol in them. 


The ras © For the true Prophets ſpeak the true Word 
* of God, even the Word of Wiſdom, the Word 
| * Righteouſneſs, the Word of Life, the Word 
Cod. of Power, the Word that is able to ſave, Which 
is the true goſpel Word. For this is the Cove- 
vant that God hath made with Chriſt and his 
. Seed, faying, 1/a lix. 21. My Spirit which is 
upon thee, and my Word which is in thy Meuib, 
Hall never depart out of thy Mouth, nar out of the 
Mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth of tby 
a Sced's Seed, from henceforth and for even. 
And this was perfectly fulfilled in Chriſt ; for 
that Word, which in the Beginaing was with 
Cod, and was God, was made Fleſh in him, and 
duvelt in him; and out of that Word Jeſus Chriſt 
ſpake all that ever he ſpake; his whole Doctrine 
did flow from the eternal Word e welt! in 
7 + . im HET 
Aud bis And Chriſt communicerediy to The Diliples, 
PMN, the ſame Word which he had receivech As hee 
faith, e 8. Thave given to them the W 224 | 


1 


and hate known ſurely, that I came out from thee, 


this is true, both in Chriſt and in his Seed. 


on the one hand, or to ſound orthodox Doctrine 


| : The Tryal of Sꝙirits. | 1 21 
that thou gaveſt me, that is, the Word of Righ- 
tcouinehs and Life, and they have received them, : 


and they have believed that thou didſt ſend me; and 
ſo that Word, which they themlelves received 
by Faith, they alſo held forth to others, as ohn 
fairh, 1 John i. 1 That which was from the Be- 
ginnirg, which we have heard, which we have ſeen 
with our Eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
Hands have handled of the Word of Life, declare 
we unto you. 3 i 
And to this alſo oh the Baptiſt gives Teſti- 
mony, John iii. 34. where he faith, He whom © 
God hath ſent ſpeaketh the Words of God, not the 
Words of Men or Angels, but of God; and 


But now the falſe Prophets ſpeak not th* V r. i 
of God, for they have it not in their Hearts ; but Frophere +» 


what Word they have in their Heaif hat they Wind of 


ſpeak ; and ſo they ſpeak the Words of their % Gur 


their own or 


own Reaſon, Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, or of eher Mens +++. 


other Mens; but beyond human Things they 


do not go, whether they pretend to high Notions © * ve #4 


on the other Hand. 1 | 
Now of this, true Chriſtians are to take ſpe- 

cial Notice; becauſe as the true Word of God is 

the greateſt Commodity to the Church that can 


be, and brings the Preſence of Chriſt, and all 


the Things of Chriſt along with it; ſo the Word 


of Man is the greateſt Miſchief to the Church 


that can. be; for it brings Antichriſt, ' and his 


Kingdom, andall his Things along with it. And 


thus doth vain Philoſophy, and ſchool Divinity, 
hich is an unlawful} Mixing of Philoſophy with 


the outward Letter of the Word, pervert aa! 
r P 


12 
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FPfpiris ef 
8 


% 


„ The Trial of Shirts, 


| things in the Church of carnaland falſe Chriſtians. 
| 2 es 2. As the true Prophets ſpeak the true Word 
of God, ſo alſo they ſpeak it by the true Spirit 
4. of God, and not by their own Spirit: And thus 
| did Chriſt, who ſaith of himſelf, The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, for be hath anointed me to preach - 
the Goſpel ; and ſo he ſpake the Word of God 
Spirit of GG. 
And Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to ſtay at 
Feruſalem till they had received the Spirit, and 
then to go forth and preach; becauſe he knew 
they could not preach God's Word aright with- 
dut God's Spirit; and alſo Chriſt ſaith of all the 
Faithful, That it is not they that ſpeak, but the Spirit 
/ their Father that ſpeaks in them; yea, and the 
whole Geſpel is called the Miniftration of the Spirit. 
41, Now the true Prophets, ſpeaking the Word of 


Ad fo in 


die righe God by and in his Spirit, do alſo ſpeak it in the 
Senſe of u. right Senſe, and after the true Mind of Chriſt, as 
| Paul ſaith of himſelf, and of other Believers who 
oe 5 1 the Spirit, Ve bave the Mind of 
Tze falſe But the falie Prophets, though they ſpeak the 
Lache li. Word of the Letter exactly, and that accordingly 
wm, to the very Original, and Curioſity of Criticiſms, 
yet ſpeaking it without the Spirit, they are falſe 
5 Frophers before God and his true Church; ſeeing i 
all right Propheſie hath proceeded from the Spi- 
rit in all Ages of the World, but eſpecially it 
muſt ſo proceed in the Days of the New Teſta - 
ment wherein God hath promiſed the largeſt Effu · 
N ion of his Spirit. 1 
And ſo de | And they ſpeaking the Word of the Letter 


'- Chrif- of Chriſt in all, and under the outward Letter off 

the Word of God, do only bring in the Mind of 

T | Man. 
| 


q 
\ 


Word of Chriſt, againſt the Mind of Chriſt, and 


that without all Hope of Recovery. 


want Chriſt's Spirit, which is the Spirit of Pro- 


Word, yet are fal 
by the Sheep. 
. Becauſe under the New Teſtament, we are 
not to regard the Letter without the Spirit, but 


more than the Letter; and therefore Paul faith, 
that Chriſt ſhall deflroy Antichriſt with the Spirit of 2 


the true CY of the wa The 185. of 
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Man. And this is one of the greateſt Deluſions, 
and moſt miſchievous Snares that can be laid in 
the Church, to bring in the Word of Chriſt with- 
out the Mind of Chriſt ; yea, to bring in the 


according to the Mind of Antichriſt : This is 
the effectua! Operation of Error, whereby all 
Hypocrites and falſe Chriſtians are deceived, and 


And thus you ſee, that the true Prophets 
bring the true Word, and bring it alſo by the 
true Spirit, and this mu ſts them to be of God: 
But the falſe either bring not the true Word, or 
if they bring the Word in the Letter, yet they 
bring it without the Spirit, and thus it is mani- 
feſt they are not of God. 

Object. But ſome will object here: If a Man Objefon, 
preach the Word in the Letter, even good, ſound Mas i. 
and orthodox Doctrine, no doubt bur ſuch a Man 2 = 
is to be heard, and he may do much Good in the norbea pro- 
Church, tho? he wants Chriſt's Spirit: This I Hes 
have heard from very many, who have thought | 
they have. ſa id ſomething. 

Anſw. But to this I anſwer : That they who luder. 


pheſie, tho? they 17 the exact Letter of the 
e Prophets and not to be heard 


the Spirit as well as the Letter, yea, the Spirit 


his Mouth, and the Brightne of his Coming: He 
ſcarce takes any Notice of the Letter, but callss 
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Chriſt's Mouth, or the Miniſtration of the Spirit. 
And therefore the ſpiritual People cannot joyn 
to that Miniftry where the Spirit of Chriſt is 
wanting, tho? there be the outward Letter of the 
Word in it. . „ 
21. They that preach only the outward Letter 
of the Word without the true Spirit, they make 
all things Outward in the Church, and ſo carry 
the People, with whom they prevail, only to 
outward Things, to an outward Word, to out- 
ward Worſhip, outward Ordinances, outward 
Church, outward Government, &c. Whereas in 
the true Kingdom of Chriſt all things are Inward 
and Spiritual, and all the true Religion of Chriſt 
is written in the Soul and Spirit of Man, by the 
.. Spirit of God; and the-B-liever isthe only Book 
in which God himſelf writes his New Teſtament. 
| 3. They who preach the outward Letter of 
the Word, though never ſo truly, without the 
Spirit, do, as hath been ſaid, wholly miſtake 
the Mind of Chriſt in the Word for want of the 
Spirit, which is the only true and infallible In- 
terpreter of his Mind; and ſo under the outward 
Letter of the Word, preach their own Mind, and 
not Chriſt's Mind, and do make all the Scrip- 
tures ſerve their own Turns, even their own 
worldly Ends and Advantages, and nothing elle. 
4. They that preach the outward Letter of 
the Word without the Spirit, can with ſuch a 
Word both live themſelves in all the inward E- 
vils of corrupted Nature, and allow others to do 
ſo too. And thus the Goſpel, which in the Spi- 
rit of'it, is the Judgment of Sin, is made in the 
Letter of it the Covering for Sin, and the En- 
cCourager of it; ſeeing ſuch Men, who have the 
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it. Letter of the Word in their Mouths, do live in 
yn the inward Corruptions of their Hearts more 
is ſecurely and quietly than other Men. 
the 5. Laſt of all, let us know that whoever doth 
| agree with Chriſt never ſo exactly in the Letter, 
ter ¶ and yet differs from him in Spirit, is a very An- 
ke tichriſt. And therefore when the Devils in him 
ry that was poſſeſſed faid to Chriſt, We know thee = 
to bo then art, the boly One of God, and fo agreed 
it- WM very exactly with eng Goſpel in the Letter. yet 
rd ¶ Chriſt forbad them to ſpeak, hecauſe they ſpake 
in not by a right Spirit. And Chriſt hath ſaid, 

rd Whoever is not with me, that is, in the Spirit, is 
it a ainſt me, tho? he have the ſame outward Let- 

ie ter of the Word with him. 

k And ſo as Chriſt builds up his Church by his 
| Spirit through his Word; ſo Antichriſt builds 
of op his Church by the Word without the Spirit : 

e And Chriſt's Church and Antichriſts do often 
e diger very little or nothing in Word or Letter, 
e yet do always infinitely differ in Spirit. 

2 Wherelore to conclude, let us know, that that 
d church that hath the Word, if it wants the Spi- 

1 rit, is Antichriſt's Church; and that that Mini- 

- ſtry chat uſeth the Word and wants the Spirit, 

1 je Antichriſt's Miniſtry ; and that all Works, 


f Duties, Prayings, Preaching, Faſting, Thankſ= 
f Meiving, Sc. without Chriſt's Spirit, are nothing 

but the very Kingdom of Antichriſt, and the 
IAbomination of Diſolation. 
ö And ſo I proceed to the Second general Rule The Second: 
Pot Tryal, which L propounded, whereby we may of the Tryal 
N diſcern the true Prophets of Chriſt from the falſe . _ 


Prophets of Antichriſt, — that i is: 
B 


The true 
. Prophets are 
 #nown by 


te 1% Z Prophets of Antichriſt from the true, 
e e of 
c. and faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 


* Moſes, even the Head of all the Children of God, 


Finning, and now the Lord and his Spirit bath ſent 


are all preſent this Day, and before whoſe Tri- 


So was Moſes whom God ſent to the Children of 


clares, How he came not of himſelf, but his Father 


all his Seed, the true Miniſters of the Goſpel, as 
is manifeſt, 


Tb 200 7 8 Spirits, 


. the Truth of the Life of Chriſt in ys 
to his Office. in the Word. + 


And here I ſh ill give you many Tryals, how 


you may certainly know and diſcern the falſe 
humble 


And the Lord J:ſus Chriſt, before whom we 


bun il we ſhall all be judged, he knows that I 
ſhall not purpolely ſpeak any thing at this Time, 
eicher to pleaſe myſelf or to diſpleaſe you; but [ 
ſhall defire to ſpeak all out of very Faithfulneſs 
to him, who hath remembred me when I was'in 
low Condition, for his Mercy endureth for ever. 


| The firſt Sign then whereby the true Prophets 
may be diſcerned from the falſe, is this: 


Firſt, The true Prophets are all ſent of God. 


Hrael, and! bid him tell them, That I A M. 
even the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, bath 


ſent him to them ; and he gave him a proportion- 
able Meaſure of his Preſence to cauſe them to 
believe it. And Chriſt, a greater Prophet than 


ſaid by Jaiab xlviii. 16. Come ye near unto me, 
bear ye this, I have not ſpoken in Secret from the Be- 


me. And every where in the Goſpel, he ſtill de- 


ſent bim. 
And as the Father ſent Chriſt, ſo Chriſt ſends 


Jobn xx. 21. where Chriſt ſaid to | 


his "ona: 4 my Father es _y fo ſend 1 you, 
; which 


| | 27 * T ryal of Hirits. | 3 
ence A, nich he ſpake not only touching them, but | 
ouching all that ſhould believe in his Name | 
3 er Ward ard rn 2 * Hs 5 1 5 
5 1 ow fa Ihe leach except they be ſents 09 E 
3 65 it true reer comes om e 5 
ie Wind this comes from the Gr: ace of God, | : 
e! Now I deſire you farther to take notice, that + God hath for | 
Tri God hath reckoned the Choice of his Miniſters H geg of | 
one of the welgiaiett Things that belong unto pity 
at I 51 
5 his Kingdom; wherefore he would never commit Men, 
1 the Truſt of this to any Sort of Men whatſoever. 
25 Yea, Chriſt himſelf did not chooſe his Diſciples 
s in Mat his own human Will, but only at the Will of 
* God, and therefore was much in Prayer before 
Ihe choſe : 5 
ets And the Apoſtles themſelves durſt not of 
: themſelves, when they were all met together, 
£3 chooſe any one into the Room of Judas, but tage 
58 betook themſelves to Prayer, and deſired the 
17 Lord to hew whom he had choſen. And Acts xiii. 
; The Spirit ſaid, Seperate me Barnabas and Saul for 
" the Work whereunto T have called them. And Paul 
NW tells the Galatians, That he was an Apoſtle, not of 
to Men, nor by Men, but by Feſus Chriſt and God the 
* Father. 
. By all which Scriptures we may perceive what 
1 Care the Lord hath always had to ſend his own 
"WH Miniſters himſelf into his own Church, and would 
0 have his true Church receive no Miniſters but 


ſuch as he ſends them. 


05 And the great and chief a into the He ſends 


q Church, is from God himſelf, as we ſce in Moſes,feir. Fr | 
ds BH and all the Prophets, and in Chriſt himſelf the 
Head of them, and i in al! the . and inall 


Believers. 


Now 


1 27 be Tryal f Siri ts. 
The proof of . the Proof of a Man's ſending from G34 is 
bis ſending Sis, o be anointed with the Spirit ; as Yobn xx. 
| When Chrift ſaid to his Diſciples, A my Fa- 
he fent me, ſo ſend TI you, he breathed upon 
them, and fail, Receive the holy Spirit: For his 
Father ſent him only by pouring out his Spirit on 
him; and he ſends them ſo only; and he that 
: r ſaith, The Unction of the Spirit alone is not ſufficient 
for the Mi niſtry of the New Teſtament, he denies 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles to have b en ſufficient 
Miniſters, and he perverts the Scripture, and ſe- 
duces the People. | | 
Now the true Teachers, through the pouring 
forth of the Spirit on them, they do truly know 
Chriſt himſelf, and the great Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, and all the T hings that are freely given 
us of God; and they are alſo filled with Love to 
their Brethren, and are enabled to confeſs the 
Truth, and to do thereafter, and to contemn the 
World, and patiently to ſuffer Rebukes, Sc. All 
which is a ſufficient Proof. of any ones fending 
from Gd. 
And thus the true Prophets are all ſent of God, 
which is their great Comfort and Support in all 
Trouble and Difficulties, becauſe he that ſends 
them, is ſti}! with them. Lo, ſaith Chriſt, Tam 
with you always, to the End of the World. . 
The fal But now on the contrary, the falſe Prophets 
Prophers and Miniſters of Antichriſt are not ſent of God, 
Far. but are ſent and appointed by Men, and that 
* * * thro? their own Deſire and ſeeking. And of ſuch 
the Lord complains, Fer. xxiii. 21. I have not. 
ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran; I have not ſpoken 
to them, yet they propheſied : But becauſe T ſent them 
not, neither commanded them, they ſhall not profit 
i _ Fair at all, EO the Lord. verſ. 32. Pr 
| 44 
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And Chriſt ſaid, Many falſe Chiiſis and falſz 


- Prophets Shall ariſe, i i. e. are not ſent of God, but 
> cha! ariſe of themſelves. And Paul ſaith to the 
on E14ers of the Church of Epheſus, Acts xx. Out of 
2 ourſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Ti, bings, 
5 to draw Diſciples after them. They ariſe of tnem— 


ſelves, they are not ſent of God. , 


v9 Now ſuch Teachers as theſe do uſually ſpring :. 
ies up. in the Caurch thro! academical Degrees, and 
* ccleſiaftical Oi dination; which two things have 
fe. poured forth into the Church whole Swarms of 
filie Prophets and antichriſtian Miniſters, never | 

\o ent of God nor anointed of his Spirit, to the irre- 
S parable Damage, Prejudice and Ruin of the Pe 
he le and Nations who have received them, with f 
n heir falſe and poyſonous Doctrine. | 
15 Wherefore all choſe Teachers who are not ſent 
he f che Lord anc his Spirit, but ariſe of themſelves, 
* ind come into the Church in the Strength and 
11 ght of their Degrees apd Orders, they are ail B 
8 alk ee | OL ö 

; | JT be Sevhid Sign, | * Tue — 
d, all their 
1] Tube true Prophets, ho are ſent of God take Warrane 
1 i their Warrant and Authority fiom-God, fore e 
n | hat they teach, and do not at al! regard Men reach. The 

Per build on them. And this hath all along made lh ee, 
ts be true Teachers ſo bold, and fo confident in π of | 
1. Ne Name of God, againſt the World and world- God, mm_— 
. y Church : So //atab I. 4, &c. faith, The Lora _ Learned 
* od hath given me the Tongue of the Learned, that, rh” ao 
„% Hould know how to ſpear a Mord in due Seaſon Is are re the ears. h 
n im that 1 iS Weary 5 be wakeneth morning by nnn. — © World, , 
* TY he wwakeneth my Har to hear as the Learned. _— 


5+ The Lord hath opened mine Ear, and 1 was ro. 


ellious, neither iurned away back. 
4 fy >, FFF — BF 


(5 ignorant 
Wor ia ſaith 
to the con. 
1 


boldly did he reprove the Scribes and Phariſce; 
the chief Teachers of the Fewi/h Church! Ant 
what a clear and glorious Confeſſion of the Trut! 
of God did he hold forth againſt all their Opf 


Caiapbas, and Jobn, and wr, and all th 
Kindred of the high Prieſt were gathered toge 


anſwered, Whether it be right in the Sight of Gol 
io hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye 


ſeen and heard, Acts iv. 


were ſent of God, did take all their Authorit 

from God alone, and ſo werebold and confident 

. each of them 1 in their Time, againſt che who 
World. 


J be J ryal of Spirits. 
For the Lord God will belp me, therefore ſhall | 


not be confounded ; therefore have 1 ſet my Face a, 


a Flint, and I know TI ſhall not be aſhamed. 
He is near that juſtifies me; who will contend 
with me ? Let us fland 2 who is mine Ad 


verſary? Let him come near me. 


Behold the Lord will help me; who is be thai 


ds ſhall condemn me? Lo they all ſhall wax old as | 


Garment, the Moth ſhall eat them up. See kent 
the admirable Confidence of a Teacher ſent 


from God. 


And fo alſo our Lord JeſusChriſt in the Day 


of his Fleſh, how bold was he in his Miniſtry, 
coming in che Name of the Lord, and having 


his Authority and Doctrine from him ! Hou 


poſition and Contradiction? 
And the Apoſtles, when the N Elder: 
and Scribes, and Annas the high Prieſt, and 


ther, and threatned them, and ſtraitly charged 
them to preach no more in that Name, the 


For we cannot but ſpeak the Things which wwe haul 
1 | 
And fo Wicklif, John gs and Luther, wh 


But now the falſe Prophets who come of the 
; ſelve 


Heaven, preached nothing but Chriſt, ſaying, 
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ſelves, and by the ſending of Men, they do all by Falſe Tach 


ers take all 


the Authority and Warrant of Man; and accord- 77. 
ingly do joyn themſelves together, by ſecular rity from 
Power, to bring about their Doctr ines and De-. 
ſigns in the Church; and from the civil Autho- 
rity they procure Leave and Power to publiſh 


W their Doctrine, and ſet up their Diſcipline in the 


Church, and to ſuppreſs whatever is contrary 
thereto ; and without this worldly Licenſe and 
Authority, they neither can nor dare do any 
thing: And are never bold, but when the Autho- 
rity of Man is for them. But the true Prophets, 
as hath been ſaid, do only take their Authority 
from Chriſt for what they teach, and are bold in 
his Name only, to hold it forth: And fo after 
they have publiſh'd the Word in Faith, in the 
ſame Faith they leave the Maintenance and De- 
fendipg of it to him alone, whoſe Word it is; 


D 


lend they neither publiſh it for Man's command- 


ing, nor ſmother it for Man's forbidding. 
Wherefore thoſe Teachers, who have not their 
Warrant from Chriſt for their Doctrine, and are 
not bold in his Name alone, but do derive all 
their Authority and Encouragement from Men, 
to ſpeak and act in the Things'of God, they 


Ware all falſe Prophets, and Miniſters of Anti- 


ES The Third Sign. 


The true and faithful Teachers, as they ar- True Pro- 


phets , they 


ſent of God, and rake their Authority from God, only doh 
Wo in all their Doctrine, 
ſus Chtiſt, And this they have learned from God 
himſelf. | | | 


they only hold forth Je- ,,] 


For the Father ſpeaking immediately from 


This + 


„„ The 2505 of Spirits — 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed 
bear bim: And this be ſpake thrice from the ex- 
cellent Glory; manifeſting, that he himſelf had 
no higher Thing, nor no other Thing to declare 
to the World, than his Son Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
alone are hid all the Treaſures of all true and 
ſpiritual Wiſdom and Knowledge. 


The Son alſo in all his Miniſtry only declared 2 


who himſelf was, whom the Father had given to 
PRl. ii. the elect Church. ſaying, Iwill publiſh the De- 
5 cree, whereof the Lord hath ſaid unto me, Thou art 
my Son, this Day have I begotten thee: And in al! 
his Miniſtry only declared who he was, and to 
what End his Father ha! given him, ſaying, J 
am the Bread of Life, which cometh down from Hea- 
ven; be that cometh to me ſhall never hunger; and 

hethat believeth in me ſhall never thirſt : And I am 

the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no Man comet, 

tothe Father bat me. And all his Doctrine and 
Works were to this End, that we might believe 
that Jeſus is the Son of God, and that believing i in 

; him, we might have eternal Life. 

Non dixis The A poltles alſo of the Lord, after they had 
Chriftus received the Spirit, did go up and 5 "RAG the World 


ſuo primo 
tai, Ite only preaching Jeſus, and Repentance, and Re- 


K praædi. miſſion of Sins in his Name. 


ho Mins +. And Paul, a laborious Preacher, through he 
{ed verum Grace of God, did renounce and reje all his 
Funda worldly Learning, and all his human Accom— 
A in. pPliſhments and Excellencies in the Miniſtry of the 
tantum Goſpel, and preached nothing but the right Know- 


dane ledge of Chriſt, and right Faith in him, as he 
| eumbenerhimſelf teſtifies, Phil. iii. 7, Cc. ſaying, What 
hing were gain lo me, thoſe Icounted loſs for Chrift; 


. e and I count all things but loſs for the 
In 


* "0 - ks MES. 4 ” 


Excellency of the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
* for whom ] have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and _ 
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do count them but Dung, that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, not having my own Righleouſ- _ 
neſs, which is of the Law, but that which is thro 
the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is of God _ 


by Faith; that I may know him, and the Power of _ 
bis Reſurrection, and the Fellowſhip of his Suffer- 
ines, and be made conformable to him in his Death, 


if by any Means I might attain to the Reſurrection 


from the Dead. 


And he alſo tells the Corinthians, that he deſir- 
ed to know nothing amongſt them, but Feſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified. Z „ 

And thus the true Teachers preach nothing 
but Chriſt, and him they preach, not according 


to their own human Conceptions and Apprehen- 


ſions, but according to the Revelation they have 
received from the Father by the Spirit. | f 
But on the contrary, the falſe Teachers preach ie 


nothing leſs than Chriſt, and Faith in him: But 4% , 


they chiefly teach the Law, and moral Doctrine, . 


and Works, or elſe Philoſophy, and philoſophi- 
cal Subtilties and Speculations, which yet the A- 


poſtle hath 1 forbidden, Col. ii. 8. ſaying 
to the Faithful, Beware leſt any Man ſpoil you 


thro? Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the Traditions 


of Men, after the Elements of the World, and not af- © 
ter Chriſt ; for in him dwells the Fulneſs of the God- 
bead bodily ; and ye are compleat in him, who is . 
the Head of all Principality and Power : And fo 


we need not turn from Chriſt to Philoſophy, that 


vain Deceit. : 2 | CE 

Wherefore they who preach not the Myſtery 
of Chriſt, through the Revelation of the Father, 
_— 7 -— mp Ae 


34 


The true 


Prophets 
preach 
Ch-ift for 


Love, and 
mot for . 
Cain, 


JT )!be Tryal of Spirits. 
and the Spirit, but moral Virtues and vain Phi- 
loſophy, inſtead of Chriſt, are all of them falſe 
Prophets, and Miniſters of Antichriſt, 


De Fourth Sign. 


The true Miniſters and Prophets of Chriſt, as 
they only hold forth Chriſt, ſo they hold him ; 
forth only for the Love of God, and their Bro- 
ther, and not for any worldly Profit or Gain. 

Thus Chriſt taught his Diſciples, out of the 
Love of God, as he ſaith, I delight to do thy Will, 
O my God, yea, thy Law is within my Heart, that 
is, his. Loveto God. And alſo out of Love to his 


Brother; for having lovedhis own, he loved them 


to the End; and out of this Love taught them; 
as he ſaith, 7 have called you Friends; for ubatſo- 


ever I have heard from my Father, T have declared 


uno you. 


And as he taught out of Love himſelt, ſo de 


hath commanded all his Seed to teach one ano- 
ther out of the ſame Love, and hath given them 
his Spirit, which 1s Love, that thereby they 
might love both him and their Brethren ; and 


| therefore Chriſt, knowing how difficult a Work 


| ir was, to feed his Sheep with the right and ſound 


Doctrine of the Goſpel] ; and that none could or 


would perform this, except they loved Chriſt 
from their very Heart- Root, ſaid thrice to Peter, 
Peter, doſt thou love me! Doſt thou love me? Doſt + 

| thou love me? Then feed my Sheep, my Lambs, my 
/ Sheep: And Paul ſaith, The Love of Chriſt con- 
! Prained him to teach the Goſpel, And the Fruit 
of the Spirit, in all Believers, being Love; in 
this brotherly Love —_ lerve one another in 


bs Hh the Goſpel. 


7 17 Tiyil ” "ory ; 


Abd as Chriſt himſelf did not ſell his ſpiritudl 7 


Tale! to his Church for worldly Profit or 
Gain; no more do his trũè Seed and Servants z 
for ſaith Paul, Acts xx. 33. TI bave covered no 
Man' Silver, or Gold, or Apparel; yea yourſelves 
know, Yhat theſe Hants have miniſtred to my Necęlſi- 
4 and 10 ben zoho were with me : And 2 Cor. xii. 
Behold the third Time 1 am ready to come to you, 


7 will not be burthenſome to you, for I ſeek not yours | 


but you, And v. 17. Did I make a Gain of you, 
by any of them zhom T ſent unto you ? Or did Titus 


make a Gain of you? Walked we not both in the 


ſame Spirit? 
And thus the true 3 do not ſeck any 
tempora! Gain or Commodity from the Hands 

of Men by their preaching, but do truly and 
chearfully teach out wy ms IC "ey CR wo 

— Borie: 2 


Pfu Calling.” ; 2 will have. tue greece] 


Goods of the Church, and'yet not miniſter the 


_ ſpiritual Treafiive of it; and, what they do mini- 


iter they do it fot Reward, as it is written Mi- 
cab iii 11. Y Prieſts teach for Hire, and tbe Prot | | 


| ow divin#for Money; and be that puteth not into 
heir Mouths, they even prepare'War againſt him. 


And to ſhew they preach for the Love oi Gain, \/ 


they are brought up to the Miniſtry as to. radę 


to live by; and they run in this Way, from one 


Place to another, froma tefler to a greater Li- 
virg, and where they may gain maſt of this 


Md, chere will they be ture to Þe': : Yea, fo FF 
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Te Tra of. Hine 


e are hes addicted to their worldly 4 . 
tage, that they had rather Chriſt's Kingdom 
ſhould never be ſet up in the World, nor Anti- 
| chriſt's never be thrown down, than ſuffer any 
Loſs or Diminution in their Profit, Power, Dig- 
/nity, Authority, or in any, worldly Thing, 
whereof they have got the Poſſeſſion and Injoy.. 
ment. 
Wherefore hey that teach Chriſt, not for the 
Love of Chriſt,” and their Brother, bur for tem- 
poral Gain, and worldly Advantage only, are 
all br *. falſe Te and — of An- 
f tic T1 


| e Fi 1h Sign. * fs: 

The true Tie true Teachers teach Chriſt to others as 
T 1 7 they have been taught him of God, only for the | 
| rheGlory of Gloryof God, and not out of Vain-glory. Where- 
not for aus ſore Chriſt ſaid of himſelf, Jobn. viii. 50. Leet 
Gn... not mine own Glory. And John vii. 18. He that 
| ry of bimſelf ſeeteth his own Glory but he that 
 feeketh the Glory of him that ſent him. the ſame is 
true, and no Unrighteou neſs is in bim: So that who- 
ever ſpeaketh from God, ſeeketh God's Glory: 
And fo alſo Paul faith, 1 The/; it. 6. Nor of Men 
 Jaught we Glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, _ 
So that true Teachers do not preach the Word 

to win to themſelves Glory in the World, and 
| Praiſe, and Applauſe from Men z but do rather "4 

| ſeek the Glory of God by their Doctrine, tho“! 
1 8 and carnal People for this Cauſe qo 

 drrideand ſcorn them. 


The falſe © But on the contrary, the falſe Packers 1 | 


ipcak their a hove all things their own Glory by the Mini 


ee . ſtry, and to this End, | 
cri. 8 det to rhemſelves Titles and De. 


. . 150 


7 be Trial mY Hirits 


1 grees in the Univer/i ty, for their pretended Know- 
1 2 7 in Divinity above other Chriſtians; and Ty 
an by theſe Degrees they get the uppermoſt || 


Markets, and are called of Men, Doctor, Doct 


Seats in the Synagogues, and Greetings in K 
l 


or, which Chriſt hath expreſly forbidden in his- 
Goſpel. 5 
2. Having got ſuch Titles, they go forth in 

their own oa as Men of approved Religion, 
Learning, Reputation and Worth, and for ſuch 
3 make Account the World ſhould receive 
them. 
"= Jo They eſpecially deſire to preach to 2 
Men, and great Men, and Men in Place and ro 
thority, that from them they may have Protecti- 
on, Favour, Preferment, and a quiet Life, and 
care not much to preach to the poor, plain, 
mean People, by whom * can expect no ö 
worldly Advantage. 

4. To this End alſo, they ſpeak in the Words 
which Man's Wiſdom ene and ſo mingle 5 
Philoſophy with Divinity, and think to = 


"ESI 


the Goſpel with Terms of Art, and do ſprinkle 
their Sermons with Hebrew, Greek, Latin, as 
with a Perfume acceptable t to the Noftrits of the 
World. 
In a Ward, they preach all things i in a plea- 
ſing Spirit to the World, that they by all maß 
get Glory to themſelves, : and may be accounted, - 
with Simon Magus, ſome great Ones; And in all 
this they ſhew they ſpeak of themſelves, and not 
of God; ſeeing they ſeek not God's Glory, but 


Þ their own ; for be that ſpeaketh of himſelf ſeeketh 


bis own Glory. 5 
Wherefore they who by their Miniſtry do not 

ſeek the OE os alone, and of his Son Jeſus 
D 3 hriſt, 


8 | the aaf Spiri its. 
Chriſt, ** ſeck their.own Glory, and the 778 
of Men, as the Glergy generally do, and not e 
of all in this Place, they are all of them ale 
* 925 Miniſters of Anticluiſt., 


T be Sixth Sign. 25 


The true The true Baatz and Miniſters of ind, 
Habe k. when they are Oppoſed, . Reſiſted, Sländered 
proacbes - and Perſecuted for the Worlds Sake, chey 5 ure 
——_— with. Meekneſs, Humility and Patience. 

Acekueſt. Thus Chriſt endured all the Reproaches „Con- 

| tradictions, Revilings and Perſecutions from the 
Jeus; and when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he fü ered, he Ihreained not, but comme d 
himſelf 40 bij that Judgeth righteouſly, 1 Pet, ii. 2 3. 
And Paul ſaith of himſelf to the C orinhians,. x 
Cor. xii. 12, You bad the Sos 2 my een 
in all Patience. 

Tie falſe . But on the contrary. the falſe Teachers, when 
avainf the AN any Truth is preached that! they know not, or 
1 l, tha 8 WY. e their Gain, pr Glory, they; ſnar] and | 

n een and bite them; that bring it. Apd 

is faith Paul, Beware. of Dogs, Phil ii. 2, 

not Dogs by Nature, bur.by Practice and Condiy | 

tion. Now a curſt Dog lying on a rich Garment, | 

or ſoft Carpet, at his eaſe, as long as he may ſie 

ſti]]heis very quiet, but if n would Eee him 

from his Place, he ſoon fnarls and flies at vou, 

and ſhews 'of whar Merl 44 his made, 80 the 
falſe Teachers, w 3 gotten a carnal Know- 
ledge ot the Word, and haye thereby goten Pre; 
ferment and, great Advanta es in the World, 

they lie quiet on theſe ſoft Things, as long 

. they may lie ſtill ; but if any ſeek by the Word 1 
0 co ropzerthem vp from theſe, Things, whey 

1 i by »4 uy 1610 2:14 18} 
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„„ Sw Tout f Son. - 
riſe up like angry Dogs, and bark at them, and 
rend them, as much as they can or dare: | | 
Wherefore thoſe Teachers who cannot patient- 


ly ſuffer Wrongs for the Word's Sake, but on the 
contrary, when they are reproved by the Word, 


and their Sheeps Cloathing pull'd off, even their = 


falſe Vizard of Religion, do preſently grow im- 
patient and furious; and they that bark and foam 


againſt the late revealed Truth, which toucheth _ 
them very near, they are all falſe Teachers and 


Miniſters of Antichritt. 
The Seventh Siem. 


- The true Prophets and Miniſters of Crit dew wr 
not force any Body to hear them, and obey their Fropherr 
Doctrine againſt their Wills, neither do they vex 4% 4 tear | 


and trouble them with ſecular Power, who will e again/ 
their Wills, 


not obey them, and be ſubject to them; but tt ey 
leave all ſuch People as they found then: leſt they 


ſhould ſeem by their Doctrine to ſeek any world- ö 


| ly Thing. 

Thus Chriſt when he taught the Goſpel till 
| cryed out, Hethat hath Ears to bear, let him hear 
and he that had not Ears to hear, he did not pu- 


niſh him: And again faith Chriſt, F any Man will 
be my Diſciple, let him deny himſelf, and take up bis 


Croſs and follow me; and ſtill left Men to their 
om F reedom, whether they would be his Diſci- 
ples. or n0. 


And as Chriſt did hon himſelf, by he left the 


ſame Thing in command with all his true Diſci- 
ples ; and when he ſent them forth to preach, 
Matt; x. he charged them ſaying, Whoever will 


not receive you, nor hear your Words, when you de- 


part out of that Houſe or City, ſhake off the Duſt of 


Ju 28 as a Ti eftimony againſt ben; He doth | 
| OY | 


2004 
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not bid them if they be refuſed, to betake them- 
ſelves ro the ſecular Power, to get Authority 
from thence to ſtay and abide there, whether ; 
they will or no, or otherwiſe to puniſh them, 
but bids them only to hate off the Duſt of their 5 
Fret, that they might know they came not to 
them for the Love of earthly Things. And When 
the Apoſtles, out of a falſe zeal, would have had 
Chriſt to have commanded Fire to have come 
down from Heaven to have deſtroyed them that 
would not receive him; he plainly reproved them 
ſaying, 77 know not of what Spirit ye are; for the 
Son of Man is not come to 4 Mens Lives, but , 
to ſave them. 
| | It is recorded in che Like of Simen and Jude the 2 
wats. as both Gulielmus de ſandto Amore, and 
+... Fobn Hus relate, That when the chief Ruler "x" | 
very angry with thoſe who defamed the Do#trinFof ' 
thoſe Apoſiles, and in great Zeal commanded a great 
Fire io be made, that ſuch Oppoſers might be caſt into 
it, the Apoſtles fell down before the Emperor, ſay- 
ing, We beſeech you, Sir, let not us be the Au- 
thors or Cauſers of this Deſtruction, who are 
come to publiſh the Doctrine of eternal Salvation; 
neither let us who are ſent to revive thoſe who 
are dead thro' Sin, become the Killers of thoſe 
SES who are alive. 
e al Wherefore thoſe Teachers, who for world! y | 


- 2 + Advantage ſake, will force themſelves upon thoſe 


Io = — Men againſt their Wills, who will not 7 
- receive them ; and will provoke the world! 
Powers and agiſtrates to puniſh thoſe who | 
vill not hear and feceive them and their Doctrine, 
they are all Hs nil and ee of An- 
9 | v6, 
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The Eighth Sign. | 3 


The true Teachers are content that others The cke. : 
ſhould teach as well as they, and would not make =o ths. 


A „ . hem; | thers ſhould 
a Monopoly of the Miniſtry to the mſelves alone, _— 


for worldly Advantage Sake. FE ar they, 


» pet © 
—_ * 


Thus our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not content 
bimſelf to preach the Goſpel alone, but he ſent 
forth others, as his Father ſent forth him, yea, 
he pours forth his Spit it on all Fleſh, that Sons 
and Daughters, and Servants, and Handmaids 
may propht ſie, and ſo Knowledge may cover the 
Earth, as Waters the Seas: And to make the 
World willing to receive ſuch Teachers, he faith, 
He that receiveth you, receiveib me; and he that 
rectiveih me, receiveth him that ſent me. $4 55143 apa ba Ink 
And when Eldad and Medad, upon whom the“ es, 
Spirit of the Lord did reſt, did propheſie in the 
Campof Iſrael, without aſking any Licence from 
Moſes, and one told Moſes of it in great Diſplea- - 
ſure, and Joſbua thereupon wiſhed As to for- 
bid them to propheſie, then Mojes the meck Ser- 
vant of the Lordreplied, Exvieſt thou for mySake, 
would God, ſaith he, that all the Lord's People were 
Prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit 
upon them all, Numb. xi. 29, And ſo the godly _ * _ 
Mind of any faithful Teacher deſireth to be 
helped in the Work of the Word, that the pr 
cious Truth of the Goſpel, which he himſelf a- 
lone cannot ſufficiently expreſs, all MensT ongues 
¶ mightdeclare. And ſo they do not envy in others 
thoſe ſpiritual Gifts which God hath given them, 
but do wiſh, that every Man had a Mouth and 
Wiſdom given him to declare the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, and the infinite Love, Mercy, Wiſdom, _ 
Truth, Power, Redemption, and Salvation of 
Gad by Jeſus Chrift, which cannot by all Mens 
Tc T ongnes- | -*-- 
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= The Tryal of Sits; 


Tongues be ſufficiently publiſhedin the World. 


F arther, as no worldly Prince or Magiſtrate 


N hath ſuch an unlimited Power over the Goods of 


the People, as to forbid them to give corporal 


Alms to them that ſtand in need, as Occaſion is 
miniſtred; no more hath any Power, whether 


Eccleſi aſtical or Civil, ſuch Dominion over the 
Word and Truth of God written by the Spirit 


in the Hearts of Believers, but that they may at 


all Times, and upon all Occaſions, miniſter ſpi- 


ritual Alms to them who ſtand in need, 8 8 the | 


Lrleeaching of the Goſp:l. 
The falſe | Wherefore thoſe Teachers, who are envious 


| — that any ſhould preach the Word but themſelves, 


dr them and their own Tribe, as they call it, becauſe they 
ſetves, an 
their own 
Tribe, left 
© their Gai 


otherwiſe they would be contenred that any 
' ſhould be | ſhould preach, and ſo would have the civil Ma- 
?rejudiced.\ giſtrate only to licence them to be Preachers, be- 
cauſe of their Degrees and Orders, and to forbid 
all others, they are all falſe Teachers and Mini- 
n of Antichriſt. 


The Ninth Sige. 


ThetruePro The true Teachers do not only teach the Word, 
8" ins te but are alſo ready to ſeal to the Truth of it, with 
fer for er the their Eſtates, Liberties and Lives. 

| preach. Thus did Jeſus Chriſt, as was foretold by Iſaiah, 
Chap. I. 6. where Chriſt faith by his Spirit, The, 


Lord hathopened mine Ear, and I was not rebelli- 


ous, neither turned away back; I gave my Back io 


the Smiters, and my Cheeks to them who plucked off 
the Hair; I bid not my Face from Shame and Spit- 
ling. And in the Days of his Fleſh, how willing- 
ly did he ſeal to the Truth of his New-Teſta- 
ment. Doctrine with his . and 5 a 
| him e 


get great worldly Advantage therèby, whereas 


The. 72 if Sirim. = — 
himſelf to be apprehended by the Hands of Men, 
and to be crucified, when he could have com- 
manded Legions of Angels for his Succour, if he . 
had pleaſed, and would not have made Uſe of 
his own infinite and almighty Power. 

And this Submiſſion and willingneſs to ſuffer 
for. the Truth, Chriſt, bath commanded all his 
Diſciples, ſaying, He that will ſave his Life, ſpall 
loſe it; and he that will loſe his Life for my Sake 
ſhall ſave it: And'if any Man will be my Diſciple, 
let bim deny . himſelf, ** up the Croſs and fol. 
low me: And again, 1 ſend ye forth as Sheep among 
IWolves, and ye ſhall be brought before Kings and 
| Rulers, for my Names-ſake, that is, for the true 
and ipiritual Teaching of the Goſpel. 5 

Now as nothing will procure us moron 
than the Spiritual holding forth of the Goſpel, 
which will ctuſe the worldly Church to caſt out 
our Name as Evil, and-to caſt our Perſons out of. 
their Synagogues, yea, and alſo to kill us, when 
they can get Power; ſo if we be true Teachers, 
we muſt be ready and willing. to laffer all this 
tor Chriſt's. Name- faxe. * 5 

Wherefore thoſe.Teachers who ak the The falfe 
Heighth and Honour of this Life, and will not 1220 n 
own the Goſpel of Chriſt, farther than they may 18 ns 
thereÞy procure to themſelves, Credit, Reputa- 
tion, Profit, and Preferment in the World-; and 
to this End, in doubtful and difficult Times carry 
tbemfelves ſo ſubtilly, that whatever Party all ? 
prevail, they may ſtill ſtand on their Legs, and 
enjoy their preſent Proſperity and Preferment, 
and ſo are neither hot nor cold; neither truly for 
the Truth, nor openly. againſt the Truth, but "eek. K 
walkgebel de Means to » fegline, the Croſs of 2 | 
x6. And 


be 75721 of Se, 


And tho' in Chriſt himſelf, they praiſe his Mea. Nane 
neſs, Plainneſs, Simplicity, Suffering and Crof: Ar 
yet they themſelves are delicate, and cannot en. {ha 
dure theſe Things for Chriſt's Sake in themſc]ves, ſcor 


but bend and frame the whole Courſe of thei: of 


_ Miniſtry ſo, as they may obtain all good Things ſand 


now, may the true Prophets and Miniſters of 
Chriſt be manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed and diſcerned 
from the falſe ones of Antichriſt, by all the true - 
People of God, who have received his Spirit. 
Nov let Gad and his Word be true, and 12 9250 
Man a Lyar, | | 


Two Uſes. 


To _—_ Chriſtians, may judge aright, by what you 


Cle 


Diſcourſe briefly, and ſo conclude for this time. 


of them, are not true, but falſe Prophets; not 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, but of Antichriſt ; not, 
ſent of God, nor anointed by his Spirit, but or- Pee 
dained and appointed by Men, at their own De- 
| fire and ſeeking for worldly Advantage Sake ; 
Men who ſtand and miniſter in the Church, only 
in the Strength of their Academical Degrees, and Per 
 Ecclefiaſtical Ordination, but do not ſtand and 
feed the . in the n of the Lord, 


from the World, and avoid and eſcape all evil fall 
Things from it; theſe are all falſe 8 55 and the 
Miniſters of Antichriſt. 

By theſe nine Signs, for 1 ſhall name no more 


11 two Uſes of this Ne 


And the firſt ſhall be to thoſe of you who are 
ſpiritual Chriſtians ; and the ſecon to the carnal 
Clergy. 

Fir, You who are true Believers ny foir. | 


DIE 
e 
have heard of the preſent Clergy, or common | 
_ Miniſtry of the Nation; and may ſee by the clear IS 


Laß the Word, that they, for the generallity Nie 
nt, 


1; 
. 
2. 
1 


ö 
E and 


2 2. Tal 1 Pirits. 
\ land in the Majeſty of the Name of their God. 


And this corrupt Miniſtry, or carnal Clergy, 


. Jhave deccived the People and Nations with a 


corrupt and carnal Underſtanding of Chriſt, and 


Jof che Scriptures, and of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and of the Government ot his Kingdom, and of 


| the Name and Pretence of Chriſt, ſer upa Church 


[all the Things of Chriſt ; yea, they have under ; 


to Antichriſt every where, and do continually 


captive to Hell, and that under the Colour and 
Pretence of Religion. | 

And this, I ſay, is the great Evit in theſe falſe 
eachers, that under the Name of Chriſt, they 
ght againſt Chriſt, and under the Name of the 
Word, they fight againſt the Word, and under 
the Name of the Church, they fight againſt the 


1 wks ga (I 


Drſolation in the Temple of God, that they who 
' hould be the Chief for the Truch, are the Chief 
againſt it; and that they who mould be faithful 

itneſſes to the holy Truth of Chriſt, ſhould 
prove ly ing Witneſſes againſt it. If a prophane 
Perſon, or Heathen ſhould do this, it would be 
ickedneſs and Impiety even in them; but this 
$horrible Abomination, and Antichriftianifm in 


Need very Enemies, and Scuucers, and Hindercrs 
f the Word of Chriſt cru: ihed. Wherefore ſaith 
Truth agatoſt ſuch, P/al. Iv. 12. It was not 
in Enemy that reproached me, then I could have 
PN it; neither was it be that hated me. that mog- 
ö - on ae es me, for then Twould bave 1d 


ray 


hurch : And this is a grievous Abomunation of 


miſ-lead thouſands of poor Souls, and carry them | 


5 
ö 8 


he Church ot Chriſt; that they, who are come 
nto It as Friends, and have obtained the cuief 
Jaces in it, ſhould yet under this Vizard be in- 
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+": The Trydl. of Spirits, 
myſelf from him; but it was thou, a Man, mine 
Equal, my Guide, and my Acquainlance; we tobt 
mcweet Counſel together, and walked unto the Hou|, 
e God in Company, Re. - (973% 8 


-  - Ando theſe falle Teachers are theſe familiar 
Enemies, who exerciſe all their Hatred under the 
: Pretence of Love, all their Enmity under Pre. 
_ | tence of Friendſhip, and practice all their Wick: 
; Edneſs under a Form of Godlineſs'; and by this 
| Subtilty have they deceived the World. They 
will not plainly contradi& the Words of the Pro. 
phets, Apoſtles and Chriſt, in the Letter of it, 
but will praiſe it, and ſpeak well of it; but yet 
they are utter Enemies to the true and fpiritual 
Meaning of it, both in their Lives ànd Doctrine: 
And the more theſe Men make a Shew of Rel. 
gion and Holineſs, the greater Antichriſts the 
be in che Chart 95 5 ob. 
(Wberefore to you who are true Chriſtans, and 
have received an Anointing from God, this is the 
Word and Charge of God, Come ont from amoi 
them, my People, and touch not the unclean Thing 
that is, their carnal Doctrine; have nothing tc 
do with ſuch Prophets and Miniftefs, but remem. 
ber what Chriſt ſaith; John x. that His Sheep hear 


bee * l ot 
hs 


us Voice, and will'not hear the Voice of Stranger. 


for they know the Voice of Strangers. And if any o 
Prophets are, though they go under the Name ol 
Godly and Orthodox, yet touch not the unclean 
Thing; but know, that it is better for you Be 
lievers to aſſemble togethet among yourſelve 
tho? you be but few, than to communicate with 
the falſe Prophets in their falſe Ordinances, ſec 
ing Chriſt hath promiſed his Preſence to his B 
levers, cven where but /wo or three meet togelb 
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you live in any Town or Pariſh; where ſuch talk 
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. The Tryal of Sirus. 37 
,in bis Name; yea, hath ſaid, If any two of you ſhall na 
„agree together to ask any Thing on Earth, it ſhall 
„be done of my Father which is in Heaven. And it 
you, having theſe Promiſes, ſhall meet together 

at among yourſelves, in the Name and Spirit of 
gel Chriſt, in the Uſe of the Word, and Prayer of 

Faith, lo Chriſt himſelf will be with you; and 
k} tho? you be but few, yet are you the Church f 
the living God, the Pillar and Ground of Truth, 
ex} and of that very Church, againſt which the Gates 
0. of Hell ſhall not prevail. And thus much to you 
i. ſpiritual Chriſtians © nn 
i 2. And now for the carnal Clergy, or falſe | 2 VF. 
al Prophets, their Burden is this, from the Lord: — : 
ef You have run when you were not ſent, you have 
. N faid, Zu, /aith the Lord, when the Lord hath not 
ef ſpoken by you; you have grieved the Hearts of 
the Faithful, and ſtrengthened the Hands of the 
Wicked; you have been forward to advance the 
Form of Godlineſs, wEilft you have been bitter | 
Enemies to the Power of it; you have deceived i 
the Nations, and made them drunk with the Cup 3 1 


oi the Wine of your Fornications ; you have done 

more againſt Chriſt and his true Church, and 

more for Antichriſt and his falſe Church, than 
all the People in theſe Nations beſides. Where- 
fore this c the Mord of the Lord God to you, through- 
out all your Quarters,” That the Nations ſhallnot | 
much longer be deceived. by you, nor buy any 
more of your Merchandize ; for your Wine is 
the Poyſon of Dragons, and the crue] Venom of | 


3 
[ 


* 
> 


Aſps; your Doctrine be ing the Word of Philoſo- 
i phy, and not of Faith; after the Mind of Man, 
burcontrary to Chrift*sMind ; to ſet up yourtelves 
and your own Inteteſt, to the Prejudice of Chriſt's 
5 

2. 

Fi 


Word and People. Wherefore how much you® 
| Fr . | hav 
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© have glorified yourſelves, and lived deliciouſly 
by this Trade, of making Merchandize of the 


Word of God, ſo much Torment and Sorrow 


_ | ſhall God give you, and your Plagues ſhall come 
| Upon you in a Day, and your Judgment in an 


Four; and your Lovers ſhall not be able to help 


you, nor the Pititioners for you, to uphold you; 
| * God ſhall bring you down wonderfully, by 
the clear Light of his Word, and his mighty an! 


_ _ » unreſiſtable Providence accompanying it; and 


the World ſhall tremble and wonder at the Noiſe 
of your Downfal ; and the Heavens, and hol) 
i * and Prophets, ſhall rejoyce over you, 
| whe 
And the Lord will fave his Flock, and they ſhall 
be no more a Prey to you, neither ſhall you any 
more ſerve yourſelves of them. And he will ſet 
up one Shepherd over them, even Jeſus Chriſt; 
and he ſhall feed them, and be their Shepherd, 
And till theſe Things be fully brought to paſs, 
vou ſhall be cloathed with Trembling, when you 
\ ſhall perceive the Lord is riſen up to perform 
\ all theſe Things, according to his Word. 
And now for Concluſion, If any of you, or moſt of you, 
or all of you, are offended at theſe Things, in ſuch. Sort, 
that you cannot contain yourſelves from Anger and bitter 


Zea), Ido intreat you, to contider ſeriouſly, how much bet 
ter, and more profitable to your eternal Salvation it wore 


be, for you to reſiſt and refrain from ſuch evit and un · 


chriſtian Paſhons, and that you would rather, if there be 
any hope, return to your own Hearts, and try your Works, 
and repent before our holy and righteous Lerd, and return 
truly and ſpeedily to Chrift from Antichriſt, left you be 
inwrapped both in his temporal and eternal Deſtruction. 


And thus much was delivered to the Univerſity Congrega- 


T6 tion in Cambridge, for 4 Teſt imony againſt ibem, exceps | 
they repent. Ibe reſt, for the Subſt ance of it, was deliver. 


e elſe wbere in the Town, Anno 1653, 6 followerh, 


n God ſhall avenge their Cauſe upon you, 


T HE 
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THE 


Tat of "Spirits. 


1 John . Us. | 
Believe not every Spirit, &c. 


N this Scripture we have noted theſe fix 
Things. | 
1. That the Apoſtle go the faithful Notice 
of a great Evil riſen up, Many falſe Prophets are 
gone into the World. | 
2. He preſcribes them a ſufficient Remedy 
againſt that Evil, Believe not every Spirit, but try, 
&c. 
3. He gives them a right Rule tor Tryal, V. 


2, and 2. 


4. He ſhews with whom theſe falſe Pro hets, E 
who come in the Spirit of Antichriſt, ſhould not 
prevail, to wit, with none of the true Children of 


Hoods v. 4- 


5. With whom they ſhould prevail, to wit, 
with the worldly and carnal People, v. 5. 

6. He ſhews how the Spiric of Truth and Er- 
ror may be known in the People, as well as in the 
Teachers, v. 6. 

Of the three firſt of theſe Points 1 have ſpo- 


ken already in the Univerſity Congregation, The 


laſt Time I ſpake of the third Thing, that is, The 
Rule of Tryal, how the falſe Prophets may be 
known and diſcerned from the True: And gave 
forth clearly and plainly out of the Wordof God 
uine . o difinga/h chem, not One of which 

: | can 


. Tryal of Spirits. = 
can poſſibly. be contradicted, but by the Spirit of 
Antichriſt, or by the prophane and ignorant World: 
And then I alſo delivered two Uſes, the One to 


ſpiritual Chriſtians, and the Other to the carnal 


Clergy, all which you may have Recourſe to in 
the former Diſcourſe. - F 
But how theſe Things have ſince vexed and tor- 
mented the falſe Prophets, you very well know; 
and how exceedingly grieved and angry they are, 
that this Word of God ſhould be taught the Peo. 
ple, and that in their Preſence. Unto which 
Word of Chriſt, they ſay by their Deeds, as Sa- 
tan in the Poſſeſſed ſaid once to Chriſt himſelf in 
Words, Mark i. 24. Let us alone, what have we 
to do with thee, thou Feſus of Nazareth? "Art thou 
come to deſtroy us? I know thee who thou art, the 
haly One of God. This unclean Spirit knew and 
acknowledged Chriſt to be the holy one of God, 
and yet would have nothing to do with him, be- 
cauſe he was come to deſtroy him. So theſe falſe 


Prophets cannot chooſe but acknowledge, in their 


- Hearts at leaſt, that the Word that hath been 

taught them, is the holy Word of God, but yet 
they lay, I hat have we to do with it? For it is 
come to deſtroy us. For the more the Word of 
_ Chriſt is held forth in the Clearneſs and Plainneſs 
of the Goſpel, the more doth it deſtroy them, 
and their Affairs: Their carnal Clergy, flowing 
from the antichriſtian Fountain of the Univerſi- 
ties; their Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, ariſing out 
of the Clergy ; their Presbyterian Government, 
ſpringing up out of their Ecclefiaſtical Aſſemblies; 
? 1745 National Church, the Product of their Preſ- 
byterian Government; together with their world- 


y Power and Domination, their high Titles, their 


ET : Scarlet Robes, their Divinity Degrees, &c, I 


ſay, 


N „ I 


- be that of Spirits. 


gay, the Word of the Goſpel comes with full 


Might and Mind to deſtroy all theſe, and all 


their other Things, in which their Souls delight, 
as bringing worldly Profit, Power and Honour to 
them. Wherefore this Word, which abaſes and 
caſts down them, and all their Things, and exalts 
Chriſt alone, and all his Things, they cannot 
endure ; but do account it their > Reproach and 


Shame, and ſay to it, What have we to do with 


thee, thou holy Word of God? For thou art come to 
deſtroy us; and ſo againſt this Word they are an- 


gry and enraged at no ordinary or human Rate, 


but as David faith, P/al. lix. They belch out With 


their Mouth, and make a Noiſe like a Dog, and go 


up and down full of Pride, Curſing and Lying. But 
the Lord laught at theſe Heathen, and hath them in 
Deriſion, for he ſeeth the Day is coming, when they 
ſhall wander up and down for Meat, and grudge if - 
they be not ſatisfied, 


Now this Behaviour of theirs, 1 the Word 


of God, is plainly foretold, Rev. xvi. 10. 11. 
where. it is ſaid, That when the God of Heaven x 


poured forth his Vial by the fifth Angel, on the Seat, 


or 5 hbrone of the Beaſt, his Kingdom was full of Dar 


neſs, and they gnawed their Tongues - for pain, and 


| blaſphemed the God of Heaven, becauſe of their Pains 
and their Sores'; and yet repented not of their Deeds. 


Now the Throne of the Beaſt in theſe Nations, 


are the Univerſities, as the Foundation of the 
Miniſtry ; the Vial poured on them, is the true 
Word of God, or the plain and ſimple Goſpel, | 


which is the Word of Faith, than which, NOTING 


is more grievous to them who have been bred 0 
in Philoſophy, and in the Knowledge, Wiſdom, 
5 wing Righteouſneſs, and Spirit of the World: 


Now the Primary Event of the pouring forth of 
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this Vial of the Word of God on this Seat, is the 


Darkning of Antichriſt's Kingdom, as it is ſaid, 
His Kingdom was full of Darkneſs ; it was full of 
Darkneſs before, but now it is diſcovered to be 


_ full of Darkneſs ; their Philoſophy is Darkneſs, 


and vain Deceit ; their School Divinity, Darkneſs 


and Antichriſtianiſm; their Divinity Acts and 


_ 


o 


— 


| The 4th Ge- 


mera Point: 
to yt, vvith 
whom Anti 
chriſt can 
not prevail, 


Clerums, Darkneſs; their Proſeſſorſhips of Di- 
vinity, Darkneſs ; yea, all their Doctrine, Faith, 
Worſhip, Works, Church Diſcipline, Titles, 


Ordination, and all are diſcovered to be Darkneſs, 


even groſs Darkneſs, by the Word of Faith: And 


then follows the ſecundary Event of the pouring 
forth of this Vial, which is, They gnawed their 


Tongues for pain, and blaſphemed the Cd of Heaven, 


becauſe of their Pains and Sores which the Word in- 
flicted on ibem; that is, they had not the ordinary 
Anger of Men againſt the Word, but the Anger 
and Wrath of Devils, cauſing them to blaſpheme 


again. But yet for all thefe Things, they repented 


not of their Deeds, as we ſee manifeſtly, which yet 


would have been more profitable for them. 
And this alſo difcovers them. to be falſe Pro- 


phets indeed, and the right Miniflersof Antichrift: 


And this appertains to the ſixth Sign of falſe Pro- 
phets, which I gave before. _ EY 
. = The Fourth general Point. 


And now 1 proceed to the fourth Thing, 
wherein the Apoſtle ſhews, with whom the falſe 


Prophets, which come in the Spirit of Antichriſt, 


ſhould not prevail; namely, with none of the 


true Children of God And this is ſet down in 
2 27 


V;. 4+ : 


— 9 63— — 6363 „ ak ©. an io. 


| The Tryal of Spirits. 
Ze are of God little C hildren, and have overcome 


them ; becauſe greater is he thatis in 2 than 
be that. ij in the World. 


Here now the Apoſtle 3 the Viaory 
which the truly faithfu] and ſpiritual Chriſtians do 
obtain over Antichriſt, and his falſe Prophets, 
together with the Grounds of that Victory. _ 


1. The Victory js ſet down in theſe Words, 
Little Children ye have overcome them. EDD! 

2. The Grounds of this Victory are Two. 

1. Becauſe the Faithful are of GoJ, as Children 
of their Father: 77 are of God little Children, and 
' have overcome them. 

2. Becauſe that Spirit which the Faithful have 
received, and which dwells in them, is ſtronger 
and mightier than that Spirit which the World 
receives, and which dwells in them. Greater is he 
| that ! is in you, than be that i is in the World. 


I hall firſt ſpeak ſomthingof the Victory icſelf, 1 
that is, of that glorious Victory which all the true Their | 
Children of God do obtain over Antichriſt, For Faithju do 
tho? Antichriſt and his Teachers do come in Chrift's nrkchrih 
Name, as Chriſt hath foretold, and in Sheeps and hi: Fro. 
Cloathing ; and tho? they transform themſelves 1 
into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and come with all De- 
ceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, holding forth a 
falſe.Chriſt the Head ; a falſe Church the Body ; 

a falſe Word, a falſe Worſhip, falſe Works, falſe | 

Ordinances, and all theſe falſe things exceedingly 

like the, true, and in'the very Form and Appear- 

ance of the true; in ſuch ſort, that they prevail 

with all the national Church, and the generallit 

of the People of the World, which all wander al- 

ter n, yet are they 25 able by all theſe things - 
I 3 5 to GE 


* 
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to prevail with any of the true Children of God, 
as Chriſt hath taught us, ſaying, Many falſe Chriſt; | 
and falſe Prophets hall ariſe, and fhall come with 
Hing Signs and Wonders; able, if it were poſſible, 
10 deceive the EleFf : And tho? they do deceive all 
others, yet it isnot poſſible for them to deceive 
the Elect of God, that is, throughly and fully, 1 
as they do deceive others, but the faithful and 
ele People of God do eſcape their 13-ceits, and 
do overcome them; yea, tho? they be but little 
Children, new in che Faith, and young in Chriſt, 
vet do they overcome all the falſe Prophets in the 
World. For theſe little Children are fo ſtrip'd of 
their old Nature, that they overcome the Luſts of 
the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and the Pride of 
Life, Which are not of God, but of the World, 
and thro' which only, the Miniſters of Antichriſt 
are mighty: And ſo thoſe Teachers can find no- 
thing in them, on which they can lay hold to pre- 
Vail. Beſides, as new born Babes can diſcern and 
taſte which is good and wholſom Milk, and ſuita- 
5 ble to them, and can refuſe what is otherwiſe; and 
this Inſtinct they have in their very Nature, as 
ſoon as they have a Being, to judge of their Food, 
which is good for them, and which is hurtful. So 
the Children of God, as ſoon as ever they by Faith 
are made Partakers of the divine Nature, they can 
immediately judge of the Milk of the Word, and 
can ſurely taſte and diſcern whether it be ſincere 
or adulterated, whether it be good or hurtfu! for 
them. And ſo in the Virtue of their new Nature, 
they reject and overcome all the falſe Doctrine of 
the falſe Teachers. 
U. And thus we have ſeen all along, i in ſeveral A: 
ges of the Reign of Antichriſt, that Chriſt hath 
always had a People of his own, though but few 


* ” 
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in Number, and mean in Condition, and diſpiſed 
of the World, whom Antichriſt never could prevail 
againſt, neither by the Subtilty of his Doctrine, 
nor by the Violence of his Tyranny; but they 
have by their Faith and Patience, and Word of 
the ir Teſtimony, withſtood him; and his Multi- 
tudes, yea, the whole World, whom he hach all 
along ſeduced. 

Thus in every Age, hath Chriſt had 1 great 5, = 
Care of all thoſe whom his Father had given him, 5 own: 
that he hath loſt none of them, no, not one ſingle. 
Perſon, but by his Word and Spirit which he hath 
put into them, and by his own Preſence in them, 

thro' his Word and Spirit, he hath ſtill preſerved 
them, and hath ſtrengthened them to oppoſe and 
refiſt Antichriſt to the Death, and to overcome 

as he overcame. 
And ſo during all the Reign of Antichri in the 3 
World, whom hath he prevailed withal, and de- 2 
ceived, but only the World? But not one ſingle Sanfeng of 
Perſon of the Ele Children of God, tho? he hath * 5a. 
| eſpecially ſought to prevail with them. 
But Jeſus Chriſt, who only knows who are his, Le Care of 


hath kept all along thoſe whom he hath known, G 


that we might underſtand that the Care of the aue dl 

true Churca is committed to him alone from the 1 

Father, and that all the Magiſtrates ard Powers of 

the World are not at all capable of ſuch a Truſt, 

which would have been too great for the wy) | 

Angels of Heaven. | 

And tho? Antichriſt, during his Reign, had in- = 
wrapped the Elect themſelves into all his Errors, _— 


before Faith came, as the firſt Adam had inwrap- 


. ped them in all his Sin; yet as God wrought Faith 
in POE, and gave them his rs ſo Hy by de-"- 
E 4 | grees 
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grees recovered out of the Errors of Antichriſt, 


and prevailed againſt them. 


20e. An. Laſtly, Seeing all the true Children of God do 


11 
988 overcome Antichriſt and his M iniſters, Antichriſt 


boaft,northe hath no Cauſe to boaſt of his Reign in the World, 


5 
8 nor the true Church of Chriſt to be diſcouraged at 


raged for a it. Antichriſt, by all his Subtilty and Strength, 


ay that are 
tot,” 


and by all his own Ecclcfiaſtical Power, and by all 
the temporal Power of Princes, whom he hath 
ſeduced, hath conquered to himſelf none but the 
World, that is, the People that were not of God. 
And the true ſpiritua] Church, of Chriſt's own 
| building, the New Jeruſalem from above, that ſo- 


Journs in this World, hath not lo{t one Stone out of 
its Building, nor one Member out of its Body, by 


all that Antichriſt, and the Devil his H-ad could 
do. And therefore Aatichriſt hath no Cauſe to 
boaſt; for he hath got none but his oẽ-nm: And 
the true Church hath no Cauſe to be diſcouraged, 

for it hath loſt none of itsown: And none ever 
went out from it, but thoſe that were not of it; 


and all that were truly of it, have ever continued 


with it. 


And thus much brieſſy 1 the victory 


which the Faithful obtain 8 unſt Wann and 
his Prophets. 


The grounds | Now the Grounds of this Vilay: ws named, 


of their ic- : are Two. 
tory. 


e Becauſe - I. The Fi Firſt is, becauſe they are of God: Zu are 
= are , = of God, little Children, and have overcome them. 

againſt the truly Faithful, becauſe they are of God, 

as the Spirit alſo ſpeaks elſewhere, ſaying, 1 Cor. 


Sie i. 30. Of him are ye in Chriſt Feſus: And they are 


of their Fay 25 God, as nen are of che F Ds as It is writ · 


F ; 
9 85 7 EY ten 


r 


Altichrit and his falſe Prophets cannot prevail : 


1 PP, * 
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ten, Jam. i. 18. Of bis own Will 3 be us, by the 
Mord of Truth, that we ſhould be a kind of ff Fruiis 
f bis Creatures. 
So that, as the Children of Wh are of cheir | 
Fathers, thro' a natural Generation and Being; 
ſo the Faithful are of God, thro? a ſpiritual Gene- 
ration and Being. | 
And as the Children of Men partake of the ve- 4 PR ay. 
ry Nature of their Fathers, ſo-doth the Children = ant 
of God partake of the divine Na ture; the F aithful *? ” 
being born again, no! of corruptible, but of incorrup- 
tible Seed, by theWord of God, which lives and abides 
for ever. EY 
That as Jeſus Chriſt, 910 8 to his _ 
man Nature. was a Man, and in all Things like 
to us, Sin excepted, came to be of God, and to be 
the Son of God, thro? the Coming and Dwelling 
of the living Word of God in his Fleſh, according 
to the Love, Will, and Counſel of the Father; ſo 
the ſame living Word, comirg and dwelling in the 
Faithful, his Mcmbers, according to the ſame 
Love, Will, and Counſel of God, they alſo come 
to be of God in Chriſt, as Chriſt i is of God, ac- 
cording to,his human Nature. N 
And as Chriſt being thus of God, . to 
the Word of God that dwelt in his human Na- 
ture, overcame the Devil, the Head of Antichriſt, 
ö and Antichriſt and his Body, the Temple of the 5 
Devil; ſo do al] Chriſt's Members overcome 
| Antichriſt, and his Prophets, thro' the ſame living 
Wordof God dwelling in them, orthro*the Word 
of Righteouſneſs and Life, its being incarnate in 
them, that is, its being written in their Hearts by 
theSpirit, or put into their inward Parts. Where- _ 
fore * 3 that is, from the Head i 
; Jt 


of? . 
= 
> I 
1 „ Rt y 
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in the Fleſh, „ 

And for this Cauſe theſe Faithful, or little Chil- 
dren of God, cannot be prevailed againſt, inaſ. 
much as they are of God, and ſo have in them, by 
true Union and Communion, the Nature of God, 


andthe Word of God, and the Spirit of God, and 


the Righteouſneſs of God, and the Wiſdom of God, 


and the Power of God, and the Life and Light of 


God, and all the Things of God, as the Apoſtle 
Paul faith, In the new Creature all Things are become 
mew ; and all Things, that is, all theſe new Things, 


are of God, that is, they are the very Things of 


| God. And fo theſe faithful People cannot be pre- 
vailed againſt by Antichriſt, or by the Devil, the 
Head of Antichriſt ; but-they do prevail againft 
che Doctrine of Antichriſt, by the Doctrine of 


Chriſt; againft the Spirit of Antichriſt, by the Spi- 
Tit of Chriſt ; againſt the Sin of Antichriſt, by the 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; againſt the Error of Anti- 
_ chriſt, by the Truth of Chrift ; and againſt all 
the Things of Antichriſt, by the infinite and eter- 
Rs nn e EG 7 
Wherefore you fee, that all they that are of 
God, thro? a new Birth, and are the true Children 
of that heavenly Father, and do partake of his 
divine Nature, and all his divine Things, they 
cannot be overcome of Antichriſt and his Prophets, 
but they do mightily overcome them all, thro' 
that immortal Seed of the true and living Word 
| of God, of which they are born, and in which 
> they live and act. Ip 
But, they that are overcome by Antichriſt and 
his Teachers, through their deceivableneſs of Un- 
_ _ righteouſneſs, they never were the true 8 
. e 1 | 7 


ſelf to the loweſt Member, is called Immanuel. : 
Sod with us; or, which is all one, God manifeſted 


had received che true Nature of _ cough 


and his Prophets; to wit, 1 


ful Chriſtians, are not only of God, but alſo have : 


Prophets have thought and taught; but the true 


where God himſelf 1 is, there are all the Things of 
God. 


than he that is in the World; that is, he is grea- 


is greater in his true Word, than they in their 
8 Word; greater in his true Spirit, than 


* T 3 * : 
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of God, but Hypocrites and Unbelievers, under 55 | 


a Form of Godlineſls ; that is, as the Apoſtle ſtiles 
them, Baſtards, or falſe Children, who never 


Faith. 


. The Second Ground. 
And now follows the ſecond Ground, why 2, Groundef 
the Faithful cannot be overcome by ANNE; of the Faith. 


Jul, to wit, 


ter is he that 
Becauſe greater is be that is in you, than be that is in them, 
is in the World. . "> OT 


And here the * ſhews that the true faith- 


God himſelf dwelling and abiding i in them: For 

they are built up by the Spirit to be the Habitation of 

God; and God is in them of a Truth; and that not 
by creared Habirs of Grace, as Antichriſt and his 


God is in them of a Truth, and he dwells in them, 
and walks in chem, as himſelf hath ſaid, and he 
Tibernacle of God is with Men. And now, as the 
Sun is never without its Light and Heat, "and all 
its Virtues, and where-ever it goes, all theſe go 
along with ic, being inſeparable from it; fo 
wherever the Lord God comes, he comes with 
all his Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, Power, Peace, 
Joy, and all his infinite and eternal Things; and 


And thus God, in his faichful People, is greater 
ter than Antichriſt, and the Devil his Head, He 


_ 


Reighteonſneis, than they in their pretended Righ- 
ccouſneſs; greater in his true Wiſdom and Power, 
than they in their pretended Wiſdom and Power, 
Sc. Greater is he that is in you, than he thiat is in the 
- World. Now for certain, the leſs is overcome by 
the greater; and ſeeing God and his Spirit in his 
Saints, is greater in Goodnbſs, Righteonſneſs, 
Wiſdom, and all Things, than the Devil is in An- 
tichriſt and his Prophets; therefore the Faithful, 
in whom God dwells, and manifeſts himſelf, muſt 


in whom the Devil dwells and manifeſts himſelf. 


No hence we may learn ſeveral Things. 


U. Andfirft, we may learn, That Antichriſt can 
— pe prevail againſt any outward Form ofReligion and 
| gainf/Forme, Godlineſs, againſt any human Virtues, and Graces, 

« wrt +0 and Works, and Prayers, or any Thing that is of 
de Fiſh. Man, or flows from him, tho? in never ſo great 
| Appearance of Holineſs ; as we by ſad Experi- 

ence have ſeen, many Men of great ſeeming Re- 
ligion, famous for Preaching and Praying, and re- 
paced Pillars in the Church, when they have come 
ither into the Univerſity, where Antichriſt and 
his Spirit have remained in their full Strength, not- 
withſtanding the great Conſumptien which God 
hath brought on them, by his Word in other Parts, 

| how ſoon have they ceaſed from that Senſe of the 


Goſpel which they once ſeemed to have had; and 


come with the Spirit of the Univerſity, and of An- 
tichriſt, for worldly Honour and Advantage Sake? 
And ſo the higheſt and ſtrongeſt formal Religion 
in the Church, Antichriſt can ſoon prevail againſt. 


But 


i 
: * 


they in their pretended Spirit; greater in his true 


needs overcome Antichriſt, and the falſe Prophets, 


how ſuddenly have they been entangled and over- 


But Antichriſt can never prevail againſt God 


in the Saints, nor againſt the Righteoutneſs, Wiſ- 
dom-and Power of God in them, all which are 


contained in his true Preſence; nor againſt the 
Faith, Hope and Love of Saints, which are the 


Works of God in them by hisSpirit; againſt theſe 
is in us, than he that is in the World. TR 

So then, it thou haſt any thing in thee that is 
truly of God, or rather, that is God himſelf in 
thee, that, Antichriſt cannot overcome by all his 
Arts and Power; but he will eaſily overcome any 
thing elſe. Antichriſt cannot prevail againſt I- 
manuel, which is God with us, nor againſt the 


Antichriſt cannot prevail; For greater is be that 


Myſtery of Godlineſs in us, which is God manifeſt 
in the Fleſh ; but every other thing, tho? it ſeems 


never ſo Angelical, he prevails againſt. 


2, We may learn hence, That it is not an eaſie 2. Uſe. | 


Thing to overcome Antichriſt, and to get the 


Not ca ſic to 


Victory over the Beaſt, and his Image, and his ae, 


Mark, and the Number of his Name, ſeeing An- $57,097 


tichriſt's Coming is after the Working of Satan, ofrheDevil, 


s the Apoſtle faith, and thro? Antichriſt the De- 
vil himſelf ſpeaks, works and acts, yet as an An- 


gel of Light, in all lying or falſe Power, Wiſdom 


and Righteouſneſs: And this he doth for the Dam- 


nation of Men, and to bring them all, who have 


no true Love to the Truth, to periſh with himſelt 
tor ever. And his Operation of Error is fo mighhj- 
y and efficacious, that it cannot be reſiſted and 
overcome by any in all the World, but by thoſe 


ho are born of God, and do partake of his Na- 


ure and Preſence in them. For the Power, Wiſ- 


dom and Righteouſneſs of Antichriſt and his Pro- 
pets, which is, fo ſuitable to the Nature of the 


World,. 


3 
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* World, md fo glorious. in its Eye, cannot poſſi- 
bly be overcome, but by the true Power, Wif. 
dom and Righteouſneſs of God in his true Chil. 
| dren or Prophets. 
z ue. 3. Hence alſo let us learn, Not to be diſmayed | 
Nor to be at Antichriſt and his Prophets, who haye in all 
the Fuels Ages got ſuch Reputation, Power and Glory to 
uicht themſelves in the World, becauſe of their ſeem- 
Aueh of ing Learning, Righteouſneſs and Religion; ſee- 
Cirift ir ing Chriſt in us, and in all his poor People, is infi. + 
nt nitely more mighty than they are, and the Devil 
in them; and nothing can prevail againſt us, ex- 
cept firſt it can prevail againſt Chriſt. Wherefore 
if we in ourſelves are never ſo weak, and thro” our 
Weakneſs never ſo fearful and trembling, yet let 
us not be diſcouraged, or faint, ſeeing our Might 
1s not in ourſelves, but-in Chriſt, who dwells in us, 
and who is infinitely greater than he that dels in 
the World, He that dwells in us thro? Faith, is 
greater than he that dwells in them thro' Unbeliet; | 
and in his Strength, let us abide by his Word and vs 
Doctrine, even to Suffering and Death, if need 
be; and in all theſe Evils we ſhallovercome them, 
by whom we ſeem to be overcome, as allo Chriſt 
our Head did; 
And thus much for the fourth general Thing 


The Fifth Point. 


De Fi fthge. | 


mera Point: 


ne ere] The Apoſtle ſhews with wi. Auiictrip and bi the 
ebrift doth Teachers ſhould prevail; to wit, with the world, TY 


= _ and carnal People, v. 5. | and 


They are of the World, therefore 7 cak "they 4 
| the . and the World hears them. | in q 


Knowledge and Poſtſlion of it. than the com- 
mon People of the World; yet for all this, they 


| W liberal Educatio: n, their manner of 'Liie, 
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WDM World hears them. . | 


| Antichriſt and his Prophets prevail with the The World 
World and worldly People, and do obtain their “ en. 
Favour, Love, and Applauſe ; and they are their 
Auditors, and delight in them and their Doctrine. 5 

Now by the World, here is meant ſuch Peep le, Who are tze 
who tho? they have an outward Chriſtizvity a not 
Religion, yet inwardly remain in their natural | 
Condition and Corruption, without any true Re- 
newing thro? Faith and the Spirit. And all ſuch 
People, notwithitanding their ſeeming Religion 
and Righteouſneſs, do love themſelves, and this 
World, and the Things of it, better than Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Truth. And theſe here are called 
the World: And this World, or theſe worldly 
Chriſtians, do hear and entertain the 'T eachers of 
Antichriſt and their Doctrine. 


Two Grounds of which the Apoſtle here gives 
us, to wit, why theſe People cleave lo theſe Teachers. 


75 The 7 rft i is, Breauſe theſe Te eachers are of the 


World. 


2, | Becauſe they ſpeak of the World. 
1. They are of /be World. 
Thatis, tho! by their ne and Profcifion, 1 Becauſe 
their Degrees and Ordination, they ſeem to be ſet oY 
at a great Diſtance from the common People, 
and ro be nearer the Kingdom of God, and the 


in deed and in truth art ſtill of the World; and all 


f | their 
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their Study, Knowledge, Learning, Languages, 
Sciences, Degrees, and Ordination, doth not at 
all change their inward evil Nature, Mind, Will, 
Affections, nor the corrupt Diſpoſition and Prin- 
ciple in which they were born; but notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe Things, they are ſtill the very ſame 
throughout, as when they came firſt into the 
World, being deſtitute of a new Birth, and hea- 
venly Nature: Nay, by all theſe Things they are 
more taken into the Spirit of the World, into the 
Corruptions and Evils of it, into the Pride, Luſt, 
Covetouſneſs, and Ambition of it, by how much 
through ſuch Indowments and Accompliſhments 
they think themſelves better than other Men; 
and ſo, notwithſtanding their Academical De- 
grees, and Eccleſiaſtical Orders, they are not 
leſs, but more of the World, even fully of the 
World. | 232 — 
de. And hence we may learn, That it is not Study, 
| Parts, Breeding, Learning, nor any natural In- 
dowments, or acquired Accompliſhments, that 
will deliver any Man out of this World, or cor- 
ruptState of Mankind, or that can change his Na- 
ture, or give him the leaſt Place or Intereſt in the 
Kingdom of God; but only a new Birth, a true 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, whereby we are made the 
Children of God; without which, Men are till 
of the World, notwithſtanding all their other Im- 
pProvements. . b 
Nr And this very thing manifeſts, that Univer/ities 
5 the Fountals cannot be the Fountain of the true Miniſtry of the 
ede ere; Goſpel, ſeeing all the Education in it, Philoſophi- 
Ai. cal, Moral, and Theological, cannot change Mens 
Natures, or deliver them from their Corruptions, 
or tranſlate them one Hairs Breadth out of this 
preſent evil World; yea, generally we , 
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by Univer/it ty: Education, as things have hitherts ( 


been managed, Youth is made more of the World, 


than they were by Nature, thro? the high Improv- 


ment of their Corruptions, by their daily Converſe 
with the Heathens, their vain Philoſophers, and 
filthy and obſcene Poets; and by theſe heatheniſh | 


abominable Accompliſhments; are they made the 


more fit Teachers for the World and worldly 


People, and become the more ſuitable to them, 5 


and obtain the greater Aptneſs and Ability to 
pleaſe them. Wherefore it may be moſt truly ſaid 
of that Miniſtry that flows meerly from the Foun- 


tain of the Univerſities, that it is of the World. 


* 


Ad now, when the Teachers are of one Na- 


ture and Principle, of one Heart, Mind and Con- | 


ſent with the Hearers, there muſt needs be a great 
Agreement between them; for each one approves 


and loves that which is like himſelf ; and ſo the 


worldly People muſt needs cleave to the Teach- D 
ers thatare of the World. nh +, 


Yea farther, and which is very ee 
the World can endure and like any Doctrine, tho? 


in the Letter never ſo Holy and Spiritual, from 


ſuch Teachers as are of one Nature and Spirit with 


itſelf, And he that ſpeaks of the Things of Chriſt, 


without the Spirit of Chriſt, and by the Spirit of Z 


the World, can never, by any ſuch Doctrine, be 


grievous to the World, but rather acceptable: 


Seeing there is more in the Nature of thoſe Teach- 
ers to reconcile the World to them, than in their 
Doctrine to ſet the World againſt them: For the 


World cannot but agree with thoſe Teachers that 


are of the World, ler their Doctrine in the Let- 
ter be what it =" * A 

Whereas on the contrary. the Faichful : are not 
of the n, but of another Seed, Nature, and 


1 F 


= The. Tryal ef Spirits. 
Principle, which is indirect Enmity tothe World; 
and ſo they ſpeaking the Things of Chriſt, in the 
Spirit of Chriſt, muſt needs be grievous and trou- 
bleſome to them who have the Spirit of the World; 
and the Friends of Chriſt crucified, cannot but be 
grievous to the Friends of this World. | 
And this for the firſt Ground, 


2. The ſecond Ground, Why the worldly People 
hear the worldly Teachers, is this, © Io 


r 


te World. © . | 5 . 

̃ Their ſpeak For as they are, ſo they ſpeak, Out of the abun- 

Wor may dance of the Heart, the Moub fpeaketh ; and ſo they 

de nder. that are of the World, ſpeak of the World: 
— And this we may conceive of in three Particu- 
Senſe. Jars; 12 85 1 „ 

1 ey ſpeak © I. The e Teachers ſpeak of the World, 
WoteſGed that is, they ſpeak the ſpiritual Word of God, in 

in carna/ a Carnal and worldly Senſe ; they ſpeak of divine 

Senſe. Things as of human Things, according to their 

natural and human Mind, Reaſon, Knowledge, 

n of them. And ſo, 

they give forth Chriſt himſelf, and his Kingdom, 

and all his Things, his Redemption, Reconcilia- 

tion, Salvation, as alſo, Faith, Hope, Love, and 

all the Graces of the Spirit, and Riches of Chriſt, 

they give forth all theſe Things in a carnal Un- 


derſtanding and Notion to the People. And the 


World can like well enough of Chriſt, his King 
dom, and Things, in a worldly Senſe, they can 
bear or endure Faith and Repentance, and the 
New Creature, and the New Feruſalem in a carnal 
Senſe ; wuile in tae true ſpiritual Senſe of __ 

| i "RM | an 


Man. 
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and as they are in themſelves, and according to 
the Mind of Chriſt, they are the greateſt Ene- 
mies to them that can be. 


» 


Now Believers muſt know in this Matter, that 


whoever ſpeaks the Things of God's Spirit, by | 


the Spirit of a Man, or ſpiritual Things, in a 
human, carnal, and worldly Senſe, is a falſe. 


Prophet, and Teacher of Antichriſt, Whoever. 


reading or hearing the Goſpel of God our Savi- 
our, doth underſtand and frame it after his own 


human Senſe, and doth not ſo underſtand it as 


the Lord hath ſpoken it, he is a falſe Prophet, 
underſtanding and ſpeaking the Goſpel after his 


own Mind, but contrary to Chriſt's ; and theſe 


open their own Hearts to the People, and not 
God's. 8 | 


Now when the People that are of the World, 


hear the Teachers that are of the World, ſpeak- 


ing ſpiritual Things in a carnal and worldly Senſe, 


and according to ſuch an Apprehenſion as they 
have already in their own Hearts, they do exceed- 
ingly cleave to, and embrace ſuch Teachers, and 


their Doctrine. BE. 


For ſuch Doctrine, Man in his natural Con- 
dition can well like of, ſeeing it leads Men only 
to a Change of outward Works, and to a Per- 


formance of outward Worſhip, which any Man 
by his own natural Abilities can perform; and 
the World can wel} endure to put on the fair- 


. eſt Form of Godlineſs, and the ſtricteſt, ſo 


their Nature inwardly may remain the ſame, 


And thus the worldly People comply readily 
with the worldly Doctrine of the worldly Teach- 
ers, ſeeing it is after the Senſe and Mind of 


„ 7 But 
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But on the contrary, Chriſt and his Seed, as 
they are not of the World, ſo neither do they ſpeak 2 


of the World, but being of God, they ſpeak the 
Things of God, according to God ; they ſpeak 
of the Things of God, by che Spirit of God, and 


ſo according to the Mind of hs They ſpeak of 
the Things of God, in the Wiſlom, Righteouſ- 


neſs, Truth, Light and Life of God ; and thus 


the World cannot endure rhe Word, nor thoſe 
that teach it. 


aThey freak 2. The Prophets of Ancthris ſpeak of the - 95 


the pra World, that is, they turn the Word of God into 


2 worldly and carnal Doctrine, for worldly Advan- 
End, 


mage Sake; they preach the ſpiritual Word of God 
carnally, that they may make it ſerve their own 
Turns and Ends. That Word of the Goſpel, 


which God hath given only to ſerve the ſpiritual 
and eternal Welfare of his Church, the worldly - 


Teachers frame and uſe this, only thereby to ſerve 


their own worldly Credit and Reputation, their 
worldly Profit and Preferment, and their world- 


ly Authority and Dominion. 


And thus that Word of F aith, which in its own 


proper Nature and Working, calls off all Men 
from this World, and the Things of it, to the 


Kingdom and Glory of God ; they make this 


very Word to ſound plan a that by it they may 


m ſeek themſelves, and the Tun of this preſent | 


Life: 


worldly Thing at all by the Word of God, which 
they teach and hold forth, as is manifeſt ; in the 
Life of Chriſt, and his Chriltiank - 

3. The Miniſters of Antichriſt, or worldly "OR 
ers ſpeak of the World, that is, they turn the 


Wo rd 


But Chriſt and 1 Seed, who are of God, they 
ſpeak of God, and not of the World, ſeeking no IP 
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Word of God into worldly Doctrine, that thereby 
they may avoid the Croſs, which the Word of 
Gad, in the ſpiritual Senſe of. it, would certainly 

expoſe them to. But now theſe worldly Teachers, 


as they love the World, ſo they cannot endure 


the Croſs, that is, Reproach, Poverty, Shame, 


Suffering and Death, for the true Word. Where- 
fore they preach the Goſpel in ſuch a Senſe, as 

' ſhall pleaſe the World, but never offend them; 
as ſhall make the World their Friends, but never 


their Enemies; for they cannot endure to think of, 


much leſs to ſuffer theurmoſt Hatred and Perſecu- 


tion of the World for Chriſt's Name-ſake. Where. 
fore I ſay again, tho? in Chriſt, they will praiſe 


his Reproach, his Shame, his Poverty, his Tribu- _ 
lation, his Death and Crucitying, yet they cannot 


enduretheſe Things in themſelves, for his Truth's 
Sake; but are moſt careful and ſtudious to preach 
the Word of God in ſuch a worldly Senſe, as ſhall 


never provoke the World againſt them, to do 
them the leaſt Harm; but ſhall rather incline 
them to confer upon them, according to their own 
Phraſe, all Countenance and Maintenance. And 
thus the worldly Teachers ſpeak of the World, 


in this Senſe allo. 4 


But Chriſt and his Seed, who are of God, they 
peak not of the World, but of God, that is, they 


peak the Word of God, according to God, never 


. regarding whether the World be pleaſed or diſ- 
pleaſed therewith. Vea, they ſpeak God's Word, 


according to God's Mind, though they certainly 
know, that it will procure them all Sorts of Re- 


5 x and Tribulations, and all Manner of 


vil to be ſpoken and done againſt them; inaſ- 


much as they love God and his Word, more than 


hemſelves and this World: And ſo, they are 
„%% ² = _— 
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the right Confeſſion of the Word will bring upon 


them, that they account it their greateſt Glorify- 
ing, to have Fellowſhip with Chriſt in his Sufferings, 
and to be made conformable io him in bis Death : All 


Which Things he endured, becauſe he ſpake God's 
Word according to God's Mind, and contrary to 
the Mind of the World, and worldly Church. 


And thus we ſee by John's Doctrine, who ſpake 
| by the Spirit, who they are, with whom Antichriſt 


andhis falſe Prophets prevail, to wit, the World 
and worldly People; as alſo th: Grounds why 
they prevail with them, namely, becauſe they are 

of the World, and ſpeak of the World. © 

And now for the Uſe. 5 


Fe World bears theſe Teachers, who ave, and 
„„ a A 


x. le. And hence fir/# we learn, That Antichriſt and 
Al! been his Prophets, the worldly Teachers, come with 
ed by Anti. ſuch Deceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, that no 
e ie, natural or worldly Men whatever, of whatever 
accompliſh. Parts, Learning, Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, can 
3 poſſibly diſcern them. If Men are but natural 
M-en, tho' never ſo accompliſhed, Antichriſt de- 

| ceives them all, and makes them his Diſciples, 

For Antichriſt comes ſo ſubtilly, and in ſuch 
glorious Appearances of Holineſs and Religion, 
that none can know him and his Ways, except 
they be ſingularly taught of God ; according to 
that of Chriſt to his Diſciples, To 501 it is given ii 


"know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God, to then 


it is not given. And to whom it is my to know 
the Mytteries of the Kingdom of Chriſt, to the 


4 


180 


ſo far from declining the Croſs of Chriſt, which 


1 


5 
Shs 


_ 


in the Univerſity, or of ſuch and ſuch Eccleſiaſti- 


rine: And on the contrary, they do judge Anti- 


and believe aſſuredly, that the Prophets of An- 


alſo is given to know the Myſteries of the King ©& 
dom ebe And _ can truly —— 9 
either the One, or the Other, without a ſpecial | 
Gift from Ge. | 
Whence it is moſt evident, that Men are not 
able to underſtand Antichriſt, and his Kingdom, 
and Things, as they are Men learned in Philoſo- 
phy, and in the Knowledge of the Tongues, or as 
they are Men of ſuch and ſueh Degrees and Titles 


cal Orders in the Church: I ſay, Men by all ſuch 
Abilities and Accompliſhments, as they ſpeak, 
are not able to diſcern Antichriſt, but rather are 
the more ready to be overcome by him, ſeeing 
by all theſe Human and Eccleſiaſtical Things, 
Antichriſt can lay the faſter Hold on them, and 
make them the more his own. | 5 N 
And Antichriſt muſt needs be unknown to quichritis 
ſuch Men, inaſmuch as Chriſt himſelf, as he is ##known ro 
held'forth in-the Word, and whatever he is and . 3 
doth in himſelf and Members, is wholly un- “e 
known to them; yea, is ſo ſtrangely unknown, 
that by a prodigious Miſtake, they do judge 
Chriſt, and his Members, and their Doctrine to 
be Antichriſt, and his Members, and their Doct- 


chriſt, and his Members, and their Doctrine, they 
do account and eſteem of, as of Chriſt himſelf, 
and his Members, and their Doctrine. And 

thus is the Multitude of carnal Chriſtians, which 
are even the whole World almoſt, through the 
effectual Operation of Satan, brought to think 


tichriſt, who handle the Scriptures carnally, and 
after the Mind of Man, do verily teach the very 
3 e Doctrine 


* 
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Doctrine and Truth of God; and of this they are 
ſo confident, that they would have the worldly 


Powers and Magiſtrates-to force all Men to be- 


lieve as they ſay, and to practiſe as they com- 
mand: Yea, theſe worldly Men, with all their 
worldly Accompliſhments, are ſo deluded by An. 
tichriſt, chat whilft they oppoſe and perſecute the 


faithful People of God, or rather Chriſt himſelf, 


and his Word, Works, Truth, and Righteouſneſs 


in them; they verily think they oppoſe and per- 


ſecute Antichriſt himſelf, and the Falſneſs of his 


Members. And as the Scribes and Phariſees, the 
chief Teachers of the Jewiſh Church, being De- 
ceivers themſelves, did yet call Chriſt a Deceiver, 
and in Killing and Crucifying him, thought they 

did God good Service; ſo the carnal Clergy, I 


and the Head of them, being Antichriſts them- 
ſelves, do yet tell of, and terriſie People with 
another Antichriſt: And being Seducers them- 
ſelves, do yet riſo up againſt the very Members 


of Chriſt, as Seducers, that thereby they may 


boaſt chemfelves to be Righteous. 80 through- 


ly and perfectly hath Ahtichriſt deluded and in- 


chanted them, "through the 1. bf 1 Wi ne of bis 
Fornications, + 
Thus the whole World i is overcome {by Anti- 


chriſt, and cannot by all their higheſt Attainments 


diſcern him fromChriſt'y only they ho are born 


of God, and are his true Children, and being 


plain, ſimple, meek and lowlyi:in'Spirit, are 
taught of God. Theſe: only know Antichriſt, 


and re him; ; but theſe are the little 
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| 1 In that the Werld hears the e 2 Ule. 
5 of. Antichriſt. 


We are given to underſtand, That Men that ; Men EY 5 
are of a worldly Spirit, and chrough that, are aa 
addicted to. the World, and to ſeek and follow andentand 
after the Profits, Pleaſures, and Honours of this Ve 
Life, they cannot poſſibly underſtand the Im | 
poſtures and: Deceits of Antichriſt and his T oh 


ers, but they all are ſeduced and overcome by | 


Whoever therefore do. RY or pes to 
Religion and Godlineſs, and nevertheleſs live 
in the Spirit of this World, and are ſwallowed 
up with the Cares and Comforts of this World, 
all ſuch Chriſtians are a fit e for Antichriſt : 


1. Such carnal Chriſtians are ſo addicted 92 
world ly Occaſions, that they cannot attend to the 
Mord of God in the ſpiritual Senſe of it, which is 
only known by Temptation, Prayer, and God's 
own Teaching. bereupon they want the 
true Light, 'by which only Antichriſt can be diſ- 
cerned. For Antichriſt comes in ſo great Sub- 
tilty and Likneſs to Chriſt, that he cannot be 
perceived, but by Chriſtians much acquainted 
with the Word, and much NS and os 
ned thro? it: 211 
2. Such 3 e a8 bey negle& the 
Word i in the Spirituality of it, ſo alſo they do 
love this World, and this quenches in their Hearts 
the Love of God, as Jobn faith, I any Man love 
tbis World, the Love of the Father is not in bim; now. 
they whoſe Hearts are inwardly deſtitute of the : 
true Love of God, and yet do outwardly profeſs 
teh 5 all they are a fit Prey for pee J 
car | 5 | 
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And thus the World loying and ſeeking itſelf, 


and its own Things, receives Antichriſt, whilſt it 


cannot diſcern him. Wherefore the Scriptures do 


every where give Chriſtians fo many Warnings 


againſt Covetouſneſs, which takes from Men all 


true Deſire after Chriſt, and all Regard, Senſe, and 
Knowledge of Antichriſt. | Chriſt therefore ſaid 


do his Diſciples, Take heed and beware of Covetou* 


neſi; for where the Treaſure is, there will the Heart 


be alſo, &c. And thus all they, who are Lovers 
of themſelves, and of this World, the greater out- 


ward Profeſſion they make of Religion, the more 


ready are they to receive and entertain the Mini- 


ſters of Antichriſt, and their Doctrine, ſeeing bes 


2. Uſe. 
Clergy 
0 xanm 
Auditory, 


The carna 


hav 
erou 


1 
. 


are, and ſpeak of the World. : 


9. Seeing the World hears Anti luis. and bis 


Teachers, we are to take notice, That the carnal 


and Antichriſtian Miniſters have a numerous Au- 
ditory, all the worldly People cleaving and joyn - 
ing to them, becauſe they ſpeak that which is in 


their Hearts : And therefore it is ſaid, Rev. xvii. 


15. That the Waters whereon the great Whore, that 
is, the Eccleſiaſtical State, which chiefly conſiſts 


in the Clergy, /teth, are People, and Multitudes, 


and Nations, and Tongues. So that the falſe Pro- 


pPhets have all the World to hear them, except 
the Faithful and ſpiritual People, and Multitude 
s a certain Sign of their Church. And Rev. xv. 


7. It is ſaid, that Power was given to Antichriſt 


over all Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations, and 
_ _ #hat all that dwell on the Earth ſhall wwor ſhip bim, 


Names are not written in the Lamb's Book of 


Tie. So that Antichriſt by Degrees, and by his 


ſeveral Forms and Appearances, one ſtiil more 


_. deceitful than another, doth win to himſelf all 
Mankind, but the very Elect. And ſo from time 


ity / 


they are inwardly abominable. 
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to time hitherto, he hath gotten to himſelf Na- Th 
tional Churches, even the Generality of all the. 
People, of whole Nations, Kingdoms, and Com- 
| mon-Wealths, to hear his Teachers, and to re- 
ceive and ſubmit to his Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
as moſt true and Orthodox. 
And thus hath Antichriſt Multitudes, even the 
whole World to follow his Teachers, and to ſub- _ 
mit to them. But let not the true Church, and 
little Flock of crucified Jeſus, be offended hereat, 
ſeeing they are but the World who hear Anti- 
5 chrilt's Teachers, that is, they are ſuch People, 
1. Whoſe inward Nature is earthly, carnal, bs rr 
deviliſh. Arie be 
. Such who love an outward Form of Reli- phers, 
gion and Godlineſs, whilſt they are bitter Encmics 
tothe Power of it. 
3. Such who love ſuch a Doctrine and Religion, 
as may ſtand with their old corrupt Nature, and 
may beautifie and ſupport it; and ſo may make 
them painted Sepulchers, outwardly fair, whilſt 


43᷑. Such who love the World, in the Senſe of 
their own Mind, but hate and abhor it, in the Senſe 
of Chriſt's Mind; and reckon it ſo, to be the 
greateſt Error and Hereſy in the World. 8 
56. Such as do profeſs Chriſt and his Goſpel, as 
to make them ſerve their own worldly Ends and 
Adyvantages, without the leaſt Regard or Reſpect 
bad to Chriſt's true Kingdom. | 1 
6. Such as love themſelves, and their own Thing, | 5 
the Proviſions of the Fleſn, and a quiet, eaſie and oj 
commodious Lite, better than Chriſt TH and 1 


| dis rae? 


7. m 
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rious Profeſſion, and ſubtil Pretence of Chriſt's 


Churcb, are truly and inwardly the Church of 


the Devil and Antichriſt. 

Such a People, and no other hath Antichriſt t to 
hear him, and toembrace and depend on him, and 
his Doctrine, Miniſtry and Ordinances ; that is, 

the Multitude of falſe and carnal Chriſtians, which 


are almoſt the whole World of the outward Pro- 
feſſors of the Goſpel and Chriſtianity. For as 
_ Antichriſt and his Prophets are of the World, and 


Speak of the World, fo allo the World hears them. 
And thus much for the fifth Point. 


Ie E Sixth, Point. 


- mas In the fixch Place the Apoſtle ſhews, How * 


| —— Spirit of Truth and Error may be known in the Peo- 


my be ple, as well as in theTeachers ; to wit, by the Peoples 
known in cleaving to the Teachers of 7 ruth, or to the Ti 8615 


ie Hearers 
ell an in of. Error, ſaying, D. K 
N the Tracherr YZ 8 


ir are of God ; be that baren Ged be areth us, be 
bat is not of God, heareth not us; hereby know 


ve the _=_ of T1 ruth, and the 1 995 of Error. 


VM are of 0435 to wit, sccording- to his new 
Workmanſhip in Chrift Jeſus, thro' which we 


artake of the true Nature of God in Chriſt, as 
1 as Chriſt himfelf doth partake of chat 5 


YZ 8. Nature, as Head; and 3 of God, we can- 
not but confeſs God, his Name and Truth in 
our Heart, Mouth nd Life. 


, 7 — us, who are born and 5 1 of God; be- 
| | cauſe. 


7. In a Word, they are ſuch, as under the glo- 


4 * 1 . 
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Hie that knoweth God heareth us; that! is, he chat 
- knoweth God, thro? the Teaching of God, know- 


— 
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cauſe we {| peak to them of God, and the Things of | 


God, as God himſelf hath taught them of himſelf, 
and of his Things; and therefore they readily re- 
ceive from us that Teſtimony of the Truth, which 
God himſelf, either hath already inwardly taught 
them, or doth teach-them by his Spirit, whilſt we 
yet ſpeak by that Spirit. And ſo they hear us, by 
being ſatisfied ; and acquieſing, or being at reſt, 


in the true and wholſome and ſaving Doctrine of 


Jeſus Chriſt, which we teach. Hereby know we the 
cleave.to the Truth of the Spirit, or to the Truth, 
as it is and dwells in Jeſus, publiſh'd by the Teach- 

Trat. 12 8 

ht It follows, 


He that is not of God, heareth not us; that is, nge 


chat is not of God, thro” a New Birth, and the Re- 
'newing of the Spirit, and fo is deſtitute of the Di- 
vine Nature, or of the eternal Word and Spirit, 
which through his Unbelief, haveno Place in his 
Heart: He that thus, 7s not of God, but contrarily 


is of the Devil, thro? Sin, Error, Darkneſs, Death, 
Enmity to God, and his whole evil Nature, be 
beareth not us; that is, de doth not taſte, and re- 


liſh, and approye, and receive, and embrace, and 
love the Word of Faith, and Myſtery of Chriſt 
and his Goſpel, which we teach; but doth rather 
hate, oppoſe, reproach and perſecute our Doctrine. 
And hereby know we alto the Spirit of Error, 
to wit, in the Hearers, when they do not receive 


the Word of Truth from the Teachers of Truth, +; 


but da contrarily cleave to human, and philoſo · 
Phical, or moral, or formal and-national Poct- 
rine, publiſh'd and held forth by the Teachers of 
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pirit of Truth, to wit, in the Hearers; when they 
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1 wo Heads, 


_ or chief 
Teachers in 
; the World, 


Seed, or the Elect and Faithful; the other is 
: vers: And each Sort of theſe People, do joyn 


| Head of the malignant Church and People, they 


great Honour, Authority and Power; being full 
of fleſhly Wiſdom, rhetorical Eloquence, and 
philoſo bi 
ment. They are moſt conſiderable Perſons in the 


And they being thus adorned and beautified, to 
the Pleaſing and Content of the World, all the 


Te Tryal of Spirits. 

No hence it is evident, That there are two 
Heads, or chief Teachers in 'the World, which 
are Chriſt and Antichrift ; and alſo, that there are 
twoSeeds or Generations, which flow from them, 
begotten to their Doctrine: The one is Chriſt's 


Antichriſt's Seed, or the Reprobate and Unbelie- 
themſelves to their ſeveral and proper Heads; 
and by this, they are certainly diſtinguiſhed, 
known and diſcerned. . 
Antichriſt and his falſe Teachers, who are the 
come in great Pomp and Glory, as to the Eye of 
the World, being beautified and dignified with 
Degrees, Names and Titles ; being exalted to 
ical Learning; and ſo to human Judg- 


Church, and very Angelsof Light in Appearance, 


World come in and commit Fornication with 


them, and do hear and conceive them, and are 
conquered by their Inchantments. = 


But Chriſt and his Teachers, come in true Hu-} b 
mility, and Self-denial, and Meekneſs, and Low- be 


|  lineſs, and without the Titles and Glory of the I ce 


falſe Teachers, which they utterly deſpiſe and re. 
fuſe, and without all Excellency of Speech, and 


do contradict the Religion and Righteouſneſs off 


ers, all the true Sheep of Chriſt, the faithful F 2 Vw 


Wiſdom, and Learning of this World ; and thele| 


the World, and ſpeak the Truth which is of God 
by the Spirit which is of God: And theſe Teach 


" The Tryal of Hiriti, 
nd acknowledge, and they come and 
ords of their Lips; being aſſured that 


do own 
hear the 
it is not they that ſpeak but the Spirit of their oO a- 
ther which ſpeaks in them. 
6 For the Body and Members of Chriſt do ne- 
ceffarily cleave to Chriſt their Head; and the Bo- 
dy and Members of Antichriſt do in like manner 
neceſſarily cleave to Antichriſt their Head. And 
> | 2s the Body and Members of Chriſt do cleave to 
» | Chriſt their Head, and to thoſe that are in his Spi- 
rit, and will not, nor cannot joyn to Antichriſt, _ 
and to thoſe that are in his Spirit; ſo alſo the Bo- 
7 || dy and Members of Antichriſt do cleave to An- 
f I chriſt their Head, and thoſe that are in his Spirit, 
hand will not, nor cannot joyn to Chriſt, and to 
o | thoſe. that are in his Spirit. 
For ſuch as the Body itſelf is, duch a Head will 
dF it chooſe to itſelf ; and ſo a ſpiritual, heavenly 
and faithful People, will joyn themſelves tofuch 
e a Teacher, or rather to Chriſt himſelf, in and 
e. thro? him: And a carnal, worldly, and unbe- 
0 lieving People, will joyn themſelves to ſuch a 
4 Teacher, and t to Antichriſt himſelf! in and thro? | 
him. ; 
re W be as u den chat has then true Teach: | 
ers, ad Chriſt in them, and do joyn and cleave 
u. by Faith to the Word and Doctrine which they 
W. bear, knowing that it is of God, as all ſuch are 
he certainly of God, even his true Children and Peo- 
ple, and the crue- Sneep of Chriit, inaſmuch as 
know his Voice, and cleave to it: So caey 
that hear the falſe Teachers, and Anticnriſt in 
hem, and do cleave to their Doctcine and Mi- 
diſtry, and do like, commend anfappliud tut; 
» Weh are not of God, bat of their Father the 
. | D | Devil: 5 


The Tryal off Spikitu. N 
Devil, and the true and natural Members and 
-People:'of Antichriſt t. 

And this very Doctrine Chriſt himſelf hath 
clearly taught in his Goſpel, as, Jobn v. 4g. 

Where he ſaith to the eus, I am come in my Fa- 

ther s Name, and ye receive me not; another ſhall 

come in his own Name, and him ye will receive. 

That is, the unbelieving Fews would not come 

and cleave to Chriſt as their Head, tho' coming 

in the Name of God, that is, in the true Power, 
Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of God, becauſe they 
were none of Chriſt's own Sheep : But Antichriſt 
coming in his own Name, that is, in his own 

Power, Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, they receive 

him, and jqyn to him as to their own true and 

natural Head. And again, John viii. 47. Chriſt 
faith to the Jes, Ne that is of God, bearetb God's 

Word, ye therefore hear it not, becauſe ye are not of 

Whence it appears, that to hear and cleave 
to the true Word of God, taught and held 

forth by Chriſt and his Prophets, is a manifeſt 

Token that Men are of God; but to turn away 

from it, and to deſpiſe it, and to embrace ano- 

ther Doctrine, is as manifeſt a Sign, that they 
are not of God, but of the Devil, as Chriſt ſaith} 
of the ſame People, v. 44. Ze are ef your Fa- 
ther the Devil; for there is no Truth in him, and] 


Be abides not in the Truth, no more do ye. Again, 


Fobn x. 4, 5. Chriſt ſaith, His own Sheep fol- 
loro him, (the true Shepherd, becauſe they know his 
Voice; and a Stranger will they not follow, but 
flee from him, becauſe they know not the Voice « 
Strangers. 9 W. 
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Wheteſore they that hear the Word of Faith, 

in the true Teachers of the Goſpel, they have in 
Ii hem the Spirit of Truth; but they that diſlike 
and diſreliſh that Word, and joyn to the Teach- 
ers and Doctrine of Antichriſt, 82 all have | in 
- | them the Spirit of Error. 
And therefore it concerns us more than the 
World is aware of, to take heed, whom we hear: 
For if we cleave to the Teachers of Truth, as hath 
been declared, then have we the Spirit of Truth; 
but if to the Teachers of Error, than are we of 
the Spirit of Error. 
ſt And thus this Scripture ceacherh us how to 
n know and diſcern the Spirit both of Chriſt and 
ol Antichriſt, and that both in the Teachers and 
din the Hearers ; both which are of great Uſe to 
ſt Þthe true Church of God in all Times, but eſpe - 
5 cially in theſe laſt Times. And theſe Things 
AY bave I ſpoken and teſtified freely, according to 
the Meaſure of Grace given, knowing that they 
win be as acceptable to the true Friends and 
Members of Chriſt crucified, as they are trou- 
bleſqrne and N to the Members of An- 
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